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Herbert J. Collings and Maskelynes’ Entertainment Agency 

A children’s show in 1934 

 

 
 

Introduction 

This article tells the story of a lady wishing to book an oriental conjurer for a children’s party. She 

contacted Maskelynes’ Entertainment Agency which, not knowing of a suitable oriental magician, 

recommended Herbert J. Collings. Although not Chinese, Collings had a successful children’s show in 

which he performed in costume and make-up to appear Chinese. He used the name Col Ling Soo. 

That kind of thing was acceptable at the time, but today it would be condemned as cultural 

appropriation. 

  

The Davenport Collection has the paperwork relating to this booking. It is of interest as an example 

from the 1930s of how the correspondence between a booker and the Agency would progress to 

secure a successful outcome. The paperwork is set out in date order from start to finish. A few 

editorial comments have been added to highlight specific points. 
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Maskelynes got the name wrong! It is Collings, not Collins. 

 

Mrs Aris is told that the children need not know that the magician is not Chinese. 
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Notes jotted down on the back of a compliment slip. 
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Mrs Aris replies to Maskelynes, saying that she agrees with the details for the booking. 
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Maskelynes write to Collings with full details of the booking. 

 

  



6 
 

 
 

This is the standard form that Maskelynes used to capture the details of a booking. 

 

Mrs Aris filled in the form and sent it back to Maskelynes with her letter dated 16 January. Additional 

information was then added by Maskelynes. 

 

Note that conveyance (transport) was to meet the performer at the local railway station. In the 1930s 

few performers had cars and the booker had to provide transport from the station to the house. Mrs 

Aris lived at Northerwood House, Lyndhurst, a very large house. 
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Collings books the show into his diary. 
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Maskelynes write to Mrs Aris confirming that the engagement is booked. 
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On 24 January Mrs Aris sends a postcard confirming arrangements for the show. She hopes that an 

outbreak of chicken pox amongst the guests will not cause the show to be cancelled. 
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Maskelynes send their bill to Mrs Aris. 
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The story ends happily 

The client is pleased with Collings’ performance. Her letter says: “Mrs Aris encloses her cheque for the 

visit of Mr Herbert Collings on Feb 3rd and writes to say how delighted everyone was with the splendid 

entertainment he gave. It was a treat for everyone.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collings receives his fee and expenses, 

less the 15% commission due to 

Maskelynes’ Entertainment Agency. He 

completes the process by sending a 

receipt to Maskelynes. 
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