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Greetings and welcome to e-news #26, June 2025

This newsletter includes the work of many friends and researchers. | am most grateful to them.

Good trick, wrong material

By material | don’t mean the presentation, rather the material from which the trick is made. Many
magicians will be aware of the brass bill tube, often called a note tube. The magician borrows a bank
note from a spectator, having first made sure that the serial number has been noted. The bank note
is covered with a handkerchief and given to the spectator to hold. The note vanishes and the
magician hands a securely locked tube to the spectator. The spectator finds the note inside and, yes,
the serial number matches.

In the 1930s Davenports introduced a number of tricks made of Bakelite, each one decorated with a
Davenport Demon head. Quite a few are still around today. However, Bakelite proved to be a poor
choice for the bill tube. | have only ever seen this one example which is broken. The base of the tube
with the Demon head on it has come away. Those who know the secret of the trick will appreciate
that the material of the tube needs to be strong. It seems that Bakelite did not meet this
requirement. It’s possible that, after a few trials, Davenports never marketed the Bakelite version,
realizing that they should stay with the reliable brass version. Iltem N3454.

The other Davenports

IRA DAVENPORT

The Dasenport Brothurs.

The Davenport Brothers in Britain 1864-1865 is a recent article by Anne Goulden. The American
Davenport Brothers visited Cheltenham on 9 March 1865 and unintentionally launched Maskelyne &


https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/demon-improved-note-tube/

Cooke on their long career as public entertainers. Two members of the Maskelyne family published
accounts of that visit. They portrayed J.N. Maskelyne as the lone genius who unmasked the
Davenport Brothers. For many years the Maskelyne version of the story was the best available and
historians were forced to rely on it. Nowadays, however, we have online access to the newspapers of
the time.

Anne has used contemporary press reports to follow the Davenport Brothers around England in the
months leading up to their Cheltenham visit. The story which unfolds is much more complicated and
much more interesting than the Maskelyne version. Read all about it in Anne’s article.

We have designer and artist Mike Barlow to thank for his recently completed 24x36 inch colour
poster of Ira Davenport. It was inspired by a photograph of Ira sitting alongside Houdini. Item
N3504.

Trixie Queen: “Siffleuse in ‘Sleight’ Suits”
Kay Murray in conversation with Roy Field

Trixie Queen (born Ida Emily Want in 1906) was that rare performer: a female male impersonator
magician. Not only that, she was a siffleuse — a skilled whistler. Trixie had a varied and successful
career which her daughter Kay Murray shares here in conversation with Roy Field. Item N3444.

Film of the Great Levante and his first UK tour
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LEVANTE

Australian magician Leslie Cole — The Great Levante — had a successful career over many decades.
The Davenport family filmed his show on his first UK tour in the 1930s. See the film here and, with
the help of Kent Blackmore, learn about the tricks he presented as well as his career in magic. Item
N3489. For more on Levante, click here.
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Fred Culpitt and Jan Glenrose

Fred Culpitt and partner Jan Glenrose had a successful career in magic. Fred was a well-liked comedy
magician and inventor who performed at St George’s Hall over many years and acted as their Stage
Manager for a few years. Perhaps his best-known illusion was the Doll’s House, item N194, which

was widely copied.

Below you can see a 1924 St George’s Hall programme with Frederic Culpitt and Lewis Davenport in

the same show.
FREDERIGC CULPITT

presents, with the assistance of Miss JAN GLENROSE,
a series of original effects in Ridiculous Magic, selected
from the following:—

A Stick of " Nothing.” An Oriental Clairvoyante.
Form at a Glance. A Foreign Yoke.
Conjuring Contrasts. How to become a Wizard.
The Silken Ghost. The Sculiery Problem.
Crown Derby. Puddings by Telephone.
ALICE IN PossessioN.  THE TELEPHONE CALL-Boy. FREDERIC
THE PURDAH. CULPITT

LEWIS DAVENPORT,

Presenting a series of bewildering Novelties,
Supported by Winifred Wynne & Co.

In selections from the following items:

Football Magic. Chameleon Vests,

The Mystic Lamp The Cat and the Canary
Birds and Flowers. Where is the Lady ?
Watch the Ball A Quiet Cup of Tea

The Nimble Thimble

Concluding with the novel Illusion :
FELIX KEPT ON WALKING.

Ernest Sewell, the Magic Set Mogul: an article by Philip David Treece

Philip is a magic historian, publisher and bookseller. His research warrants a wide audience and | was
very pleased when he agreed to have some of his blog articles published on the Davenport Collection
website. The magician Ernest Sewell has been of particular interest to him.
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Ernest Sewell had quite an impact on the British magic scene, not least through his very popular
magic sets aimed at children. Philip’s article covers this important aspect of Sewell’s career. Item
N3505.

A pop-up Professor Sugihara optical illusion

In optical illusion circles the name Professor Kokichi Sugihara is very well known. He has won quite a
few awards in the international Best lllusion of the Year Contest. One of his illusions, above, shows a
two colour object photographed from both sides. You may well ask how a blue hexagon can turn into
a circle, and a yellow circle turn into a square. That’s optical illusions for you. Iltem N1786.

At a meeting of magic collectors and historians in London, Michael Colley was in the chair. He gave
all attendees a pop-up version of this type of lllusion. When you open the blue greetings card, shown
below, you see a pop up circular cylinder. But if you turn the card 180° and look again, the pop-up
shape looks square. It’s an appealing combination of pop-up and optical illusion novelties. Item
N3475.

©Open out fully, close one eye and look down at 45 degraes
from this side. Turn through 180° and look again.

-
through 180° and loak again.

All good wishes

John Davenport, curator of www.davenportcollection.co.uk
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