
 

 
 

Greetings and welcome to e-news #14, June 2022 

 

With well over 2000 items on the Davenport Collection website, it is not 

easy to get a feel for the breadth and depth of the collection, particularly 

if you are new to it. Looking at past e-news is one way of doing it. With 

that in mind all the e-news are now on the website, just click Website E-

news. 

 

In the last three months over a hundred items have been added to the 

website, mostly in the Magic and Novelties, Toys, Games & Jokes 

categories. The Davenport Collection is nothing if not eclectic, and this 

newsletter is in the same vein. 

 

2022 has already seen the launch of the Davenport Film YouTube Channel. 

Many more clips are in the pipeline but it takes time to get the best 

quality images off the film, much of which is nearly 100 years old. 

 

Our latest initiative is an Instagram site. Keep an eye on What’s New to 

learn when it is up and how to access it.  Do follow it and spread the word 

to others who would be interested. Laura London deserves huge thanks 

for helping to get this initiative off the ground. 

 

More on Devant’s Early Career 

 

 
 

Eddie Dawes’ advice is Collect, Collate, Communicate. Sharing the content 

of a collection with others often leads to a win-win outcome. Recently we 

were talking to Paul Kieve about David Devant’s early performing career 
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https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item_category/magic/?post_types=item
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item_category/ntj/?post_types=item
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and found links between our respective collections. They were written up 

by Anne Goulden in an article which appeared on the Davenport 

Collection website earlier this year.  

 

Since then, an additional piece of the story has come to light in Paul’s 

collection. With Paul’s permission, Anne’s original article now has an 

appendix. Click here to see one of Devant’s early letterheads, and to find 

out why Devant couldn’t repay some money he borrowed to put on a 

show in 1892. The show made a loss, but it did put him on the road to 

success at the Egyptian Hall. 

 

Geller and mind power 

Front page article in the UK’s Daily Star newspaper 

 

 
 

The Daily Star is a red top tabloid. In March 2021 the Ever Given container 

ship became stuck in the Suez Canal causing huge disruption to the 

world’s shipping. Uri Geller spotted a publicity opportunity and the 

headline of the Daily Star was “Help It Round The Bend: spoon botherer 

Uri Geller needs you – at exactly 11.11am – to use the power of your mind 

to get this bloody ship shifted. .” The full article on page 5 showed that 

Geller had cunningly doubled his chance of success by saying he wanted 

everyone to visualise the ship moving at 11.11am and 11.11pm that day. 

Unfortunately mind power did not do the trick. Item N2711. 
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Sakkaku Scale by Tenyo 

 

 
 

This is a clever combination of a traditional optical illusion and new 

thinking. It builds on the plot of the traditional boomerang trick. The 

magician shows two plastic strips with cats on them. To the eyes of the 

spectators, it appears that the two strips stretch and shrink. For the 

climax, the magician proves that the two plastic strips have actually 

changed size. The trick was originally available in Japan from Tenyo. 

Complete with instructions in Japanese and English. This might be the 

most ‘modern’ trick yet featured in these newsletters, although it is still 

20 years old. Copyright Tenyo 2001. Item N2688. 

 

Is it a puzzle? A toy? A novelty? 

 

 

 

Your answer may depend on what interests you most, but in reality it is all 

three. This furniture starts off as an oblong piece of wood which has been 

cut into many pieces with a fine saw, with no other wastage. 

Disassembling the saw-cut oblong piece of wood into all the pieces of 

furniture is simple. But putting it all together again is quite a puzzle. Made 

in Japan. Item N2746. 
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The link between World War II gas masks and Davenports conjurers’ wax 

 

 
 

Many supplies were hard to come by following wartime shortages, but 

there were products, surplus to requirements after the war, which could 

be repurposed. Davenports took the opportunity to purchase the small tin 

boxes that packaged the anti-dim cloth used to clean the eye piece of gas 

masks. These tins were useful, because Davenports made their own 

conjurers’ wax, and even in the 1990s Fergus Roy recalls that the family 

was selling it in these tins. Item N2692. 

 

The Old and the New Magic 

 

 
 

Over the decades Davenports catalogues have never been known for 

discarding old artwork and making use of only up to date artwork. A 

humorous reminder of this trait came in 1956, when Davenports 

published their first major post-war catalogue, around 400 pages. The 

magazine Abracadabra published a kindly but amusing piece which 

explained that “A forty-year-old block illustrating “the newest” colour 

change lies beneath a list of Orben books.” The whole piece may be read 

on the next page. Item N2665. 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/packaging-for-davenports-conjurers-wax/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/davenports-magical-catalogue-demon-series-white-cover-1956/


 
 

‘The New Penny Express’ by Ali Bongo 

 

 
 

The apparatus includes two coloured handkerchiefs with rings on the 

corners. By placing the rings of the red handkerchief over the red rod, the 

handkerchief becomes a bag which is given to one volunteer to hold on 

the end of the rod. Another volunteer holds the yellow rod with the 

yellow bag on the other side of the stage. The plot is simple: six coins are 

placed in each bag and magically three transfer from one bag to the other. 

These words do not do justice to the entertainment value that can be 

derived by a skilled children’s entertainer. Sold by Ken Brooke’s Magic 

Place. Complete with instructions which are full of bits of business. Item 

N2675. 

 

 

Best wishes 

  

John 

  

John Davenport curator of www.davenportcollection.co.uk   
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