
 

 
 

Greetings and welcome to e-news #11, September 2021 

 

You’ll find over 200 new items added since the last newsletter. The majority of these 

were added to the Magic or Novelties, Toys, Games and Jokes Categories. The items 

range from the 19th to the 21st century. In this newsletter you’ll find just a few of 

them. 

 

If you want to be sure not to miss anything, a useful tip is that the latest additions to 

the website always appear at the beginning of each Category. 

 

 

19th century dissecting drawer box 

 

 
 

This French box beautifully decorated in Napoleon III style is expertly made. In the 

usual drawer box trick, the magician opens the drawer to show that the box is empty. 

When closed and reopened, the drawer is now full of whatever the magician wishes. 

This dissecting drawer box goes one step further. After the first production the 

magician can disassemble the box to show it is empty, but when it is reassembled a 

second production can be made. We have the provenance for this item in the 

collection. It was purchased by John Gambling from De Vere in Paris around 1896. John 

Gambling sold it to Claude Perry in the 1940s. It then passed to David Cridland who 

gave it to John and Anne Davenport. 

Ref. no. N2041. 

 

Pipe of Wu Fang 

 

 
 

This is a version of the once popular Chinese Sticks trick. The magician shows the pipe 

which has two tassels hanging from it on cords. The cords are apparently joined, 

because when one tassel is pulled down, the other rises up. The magician then 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/dissecting-drawer-box/


separates the pipe into two pieces. The audience is amazed to see that when the tassel 

is pulled down on one half of the pipe, the tassel on the other half moves up exactly as 

if the cord was still joined. The effect is magical and amusing. As always, the 

entertainment value depends largely on the quality of the patter used. The pipe was 

made and sold by Burtini Magic. The black and white illustration with description is 

from a Burtini catalogue. 

Ref. no. N2298. 

 

Watch Your Step “Unique Magic” children’s trick 

 

 
 

This is a well-made and well-decorated wooden children’s trick. It consists of two 

decorated stands with some cut-out faces of children. The theme of the trick is to 

illustrate the awful injuries that can happen if children do not follow road safety rules. 

All ends well, but the instructions do suggest that: ‘the harrowing details of the 

accidents and of injuries sustained, should be avoided to prevent giving the effect too 

gruesome an atmosphere!’ Wise words. The trick includes instructions and suggested 

rhyming patter. 

Ref. no. N2215. 

Jokes 

 

 
 

Over the years Davenports did a roaring trade in jokes, selling to customers in their 

own shop as well as to other shops and department stores. Many of the jokes were 

imported, particularly from Germany.  The three illustrated above are: 

 

The Musical Camembert 

When you try cutting into the cheese, it squeaks. Unfortunately the rubber cheese 

perished years ago and its squeaking days are over. The squeaker is in the bottom of 

the cheese. French, in its original box. 

Ref. no. N2270. 

 

Chamber pot which plays a tune 

When the unsuspecting user picks it up, it plays the tune Mary Lou. There is a 

clockwork music box in the base which starts automatically whenever the pot is lifted 

up. 

Ref. no. N1125. 

 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/pipe-of-wu-fang/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/watch-your-step-unique-magic-childrens-trick/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/the-musical-camembert-le-camembert-a-musique-joke/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/joke-chamber-pot-which-plays-a-tune/


Bread roll with velvet mouse 

When you pick up the roll, which has been hollowed out, there is a velvet mouse 

underneath. German, in its original box. 

Ref. no. N2269. 

 

Mickey Mouse 

 

 
 

In the 1930s Mickey was a feature of Lewis Davenport’s act. The cartoon character was 

produced from De Kolta’s Expanding Die Illusion. Mickey featured on two Lewis 

Davenport publicity postcards drawn by the artist George Cooke. Both postcards were 

in black and white, but we are lucky to have Cooke’s original colour artwork for one of 

them in the collection, as above.  

 

At this time the family car sported a Mickey Mouse on the radiator. A favourite family 

photograph shows a young Betty Davenport sitting on the bonnet of the car above 

Mickey. Two different photographs are included with item N2306. 

 

 

Optical illusions and optical surprises 

 

Just like magic tricks, many optical illusions go back centuries. However, with a novel 

presentation they still amaze and confuse the onlooker. 

 

 
 

This German version of a well-known optical illusion is tactile and fun to play with. It is 

hard for an onlooker to believe that the table tops are the same size. The beauty of 

this wooden version is that it allows the tops to be swapped over. Despite this 

irrefutable evidence that the tops are identical in size, most people’s brains still find it 

hard to accept! 

Ref. no. N2227. 

 

 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/bread-roll-with-velvet-mouse-brotchen-mit-samtmaus-joke/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/mickey-mouse-badge-from-the-davenport-family-car-in-the-1930s/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/optical-illusion-zu-lang-zu-breit-too-long-too-wide/


 
 

Anamorphic images have been around for centuries, but they still amaze. These 

particular images are of magicians. They have been distorted in such a way that they 

only become recognizable when viewed in a cylindrical mirror. What looks like a grey 

piece of paper in the centre of the image above is actually a sheet of flexible mirror. 

This can be bent to convert it into a cylinder which, when placed on the correct 

location on each card, allows a clear image of the magician to be seen. 

Ref. no. N2391. 

 

The website now includes over 100 items which have an optical interest, from unusual 

kaleidoscopes to surprising holograms and optical illusions. Just click Optical to see 

them. 

 

 

 

Take care and stay safe 

  

John 

  

John Davenport curator of www.davenportcollection.co.uk   
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