
 

 
 

Greetings and welcome to e-news #7, September 2020 

 

Here’s hoping that you and your families have managed to stay healthy over the 

last three months, despite all that has been happening around the world. 

 

As always, this e-news contains no more than a tiny selection from the 200 or so 

items which have recently been added. Nevertheless, I hope you find it to be an 

interesting selection, in addition to it tempting you to explore the website 

further. For more information click on the blue links. 

 

Cecil Lyle’s Chocolate Box Illusion 

 

Lewis Davenport seemed to like tricks which had a double climax. Think of 

De Kolta’s die which Lewis Davenport performed twice nightly. The first surprise 

was the expansion of the die, the second one being the production of a person 

from the die. 

 

Lyle’s chocolate box also had a double climax: the effect was as follows. The box 

is revolved to show all round it. The ribbon around the box is removed and the 

front doors opened to show that the box is quite empty inside. The box is then 

closed and when reopened it is seen to be full of giant-sized chocolates. The box 

is again closed and opened to reveal no chocolates but instead a lady inside the 

box. 

 

The collection has two Chocolate Box Illusions, both from Lyle. Lewis Davenport 

purchased one for use in his own stage show in the 1930s. The second one, a 

cream coloured box used by Lyle in his later years, was purchased by the 

Davenports from Cecil's wife Lucille LaFarge, following his death. In the 

collection we have a telegram from Lyle dated 5 October 1931 (a Monday) 

saying: ‘Davenport Grand Theatre Bolton. Wish you luck with box. Regards Cecil 

Lyle.’ This was presumably the first night that Lewis performed the box. My aunt 

Wyn would appear from the box and she told me it was lucky she wore a red 

skirt for the illusion because she often barked her knee and the blood didn’t 

show on it! 

 

 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/cecil-lyles-chocolate-box-illusion/


 

The Egyptian Hall, 19th century lithographs 

 

 
 

The Egyptian Hall on Piccadilly in London had been a show venue for a vast 

number of exhibitions and entertainments long before Maskelyne and Cooke 

arrived there in 1873. John Salisse, who amassed a world class collection on the 

Maskelynes, was also interested in other performers who appeared at the Hall, 

whether they were magicians or not. Following John’s death, much of his 

collection was purchased by the Davenport family, and we have John to thank 

for collecting the two lithographs which are shown here. Both are signed Alfred 

Concanen, a leading lithographer of the Victorian era. The first one highlights a 

piece of music, The Great Chang Polka, rather than Chang’s appearances at the 

Hall. If interested, you can find a photograph of Chang opposite page 40 in the 

first edition of David Devant’s My Magic Life.  

 

The  second one  shows Mr. Fleming Norton acting the part of Mr. Samuel 

Spivins in his musical and mimetic entertainment Mr. Perkins's Pic-nic. Fleming 

Norton also appeared at the Egyptian Hall under the Maskelyne banner in 1886 

when he and Charles Bertram took over from Maskelyne and Cooke who went 

on a provincial tour. 

Novelties and toys - old and new 

 

 

Davenports sold novelties, toys and puzzles in addition to magic, particularly in 

the 1910s to 1930s. The collection contains some of these novelties and toys, 

but also many more recent examples, bought over the counter from retail 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/lithograph-for-the-great-chang-polka-egyptian-hall/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/lithograph-for-mr-fleming-norton-in-his-entertainment-mr-perkinss-pic-nic/


shops. The comparison shows how trends have developed. For example: 

•    tinplate replaced by plastic. 

•    fabric covered creatures replaced by painted plastic. 

•    metal wind-up clockwork motors replaced by less powerful largely plastic 

ones. 

•    Germany as a main manufacturer replaced by Asian countries. 

You can find all these items, and more, in the Novelties, Toys & Games section of 

the website. 

 

David Devant, Walter R. Booth and early cinema 

 

 

Devant’s involvement in promoting early cinema is well documented. This 

theatre programme for week commencing 29 August 1898 at the Granville 

Theatre, Ramsgate, turned out to be rather important for an unexpected reason. 

Over a decade ago our good friend Peter Lane visited and happened to mention 

that historians researching early film in Britain were aware of the involvement of 

a Walter Booth in films, believing him to be a magician, but they knew of no 

photograph which allowed definite identification of Booth. We showed Peter 

the photograph of Booth on the back page of this programme, and Peter in turn 

brought it to the attention of an early cinema researcher, Dr William Barnes. 

Subsequently, we found a second, different, photograph of Booth in the 

collection, click here. 

 

However, despite word getting round in early cinema circles about the existence 

of this first photograph, the photograph to the best of my knowledge was never 

published. As of early September 2020, there was still no photograph of Booth 

on his Wikipedia page. If any reader has editorial permission to add a 

photograph to a Wiki page, and would like to do this, do please contact me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item_category/ntj/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/granville-theatre-ramsgate-29-august-1898-containing-a-rare-photograph-of-mr-walter-r-booth/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/advertisement-for-mr-walter-booth-entertainer-and-magician-with-a-career-in-early-cinema/
https://davenportcollection.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a74dae7d154336ddd021bdbdf&id=0baa087d08&e=01a915b4d2


Automaton of a demon levitating a playing card 

 

 

 

Automata appeal to many people and, when the device performs a magic trick, 

it has a special appeal. This electrically operated automaton, originally from the 

mid 20th century, has been renovated in recent years.  A card magically rises out 

of the pack while the demon waves the long pole around to show that there are 

no wires holding it in space. The card then descends back to the pack and the 

cycle repeats. 

And have you seen . . . 

 

Historians put a great deal of effort into preparing illustrated talks which may 

only be delivered on one occasion, or articles that may have only limited 

circulation. For some years we have felt it would be good to do what we can to 

capture some of this research and make it available to a wider audience. 

 

We were therefore delighted when, in the early days of this website, 

Dr EA Dawes gave us permission to publish an excellent talk he gave on John 

Ramsay. It was a special talk for a special occasion and, if you have not yet found 

it on the website, please do take a look here. 

 

Eddie in the last month has also kindly allowed us to republish some of his 

material which first saw the light of day in The Magic Circular in the 1970s and 

1990s. Eddie’s updated articles will be appreciated by everyone with an interest 

in the period from early Maskelyne and Cooke up to the entertainment scene in 

the 1930s. It is a pleasure to record our thanks to Eddie here. 

 

 

Take care and stay safe 

  

John 

  

John Davenport curator of www.davenportcollection.co.uk   
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https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/automaton-of-a-demon-levitating-a-playing-card/
http://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Dawes-Eddie-talk-on-John-Ramsay.pdf

