
 

 
 

The Season's Greetings - welcome to e-news #12, December 2021 

 

The last three months have seen over 200 items added. This e-news 

covers just a few examples across the breadth of the collection. It also 

mentions new plans for 2022 involving cine film. 

 

Glass chimney penetration by a playing card 

 

 
 

This is a good example of colourful, visual magic which is totally 

baffling.  

 

I do not know the originator or manufacturer, but the same effect 

called ‘Improbability’ was sold by the National Magic Company and 

Sherms. Bob Albo describes the effect in detail in Volume III of his 

Classic Magic series. A full description of the effect and further details 

are under Ref. no. N2608. [After sending out this e-news, it was 

discovered that the inventor was Brian Godfrey. See N2608.] 

 

Shadowgraphy 

 

 
 

The well-known German magician and magic dealer Carl Willmann 

wrote a book about hand shadows called Apparate für Handschatten-

Spiele. In the book he illustrated many items which the shadow artiste 

could use to enhance the act. Not surprisingly, Willmann also sold 

these in a box set. The collection contains a fine example of this box, 

with many of the items still in their original wrappings. Ref. no. N2607. 

 

 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/glass-chimney-penetration-by-a-playing-card/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/glass-chimney-penetration-by-a-playing-card/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/carl-willmanns-box-of-apparatus-for-hand-shadows/


 

The Maskelyne and Cooke Provincial Company  

 

 
 

This company, with David Devant as Managing Partner, ran tours in 

Great Britain from 1899 to 1905. The story of this company is told in an 

article by Anne Davenport, ‘David Devant and Maskelyne and Cooke’s 

Provincial Company’ in Magicol February 2011, Number 178. Much of 

the source material for this article can now be viewed on this website. 

Check out Maskelyne and Cooke Provincial Company. This is also the 

place to look if you want the answer to the rebus puzzle (below left), 

or more information about the advertising item (below right) which 

features The Box Trick. 

 

 
 

Was Vida Devant adopted? 

 

 
 

Recent research points to the likelihood that Devant’s daughter, Vida, 

was adopted. See, for example, here. In 1904 Devant was touring with 

the company and on 26 October members of the company made a 

presentation to Mr and Mrs Devant which includes to ‘tender you their 

heartiest congratulations on the recent advent of your Daughter, Vida 

Mary Heather, and ask your kind acceptance . . . .’. The use of this 

unusual wording rather than ‘recent birth of your Daughter’ supports 

the view that Vida was indeed adopted. The full presentation, signed 

by the members of the company can be found at Ref. no. N2605. 

 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item_organisations/maskelyne-and-cooke-provincial-company/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/david-devant-and-his-wider-family-who-they-were-and-how-they-lived/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/signed-presentation-to-mr-and-mrs-devant-from-the-members-of-the-maskelyne-and-cookes-provincial-company-on-the-recent-advent-of-their-daughter/


 

100 years of novelties and jokes 

 

 
 

Around 150 items have recently been added to the website, many 

dating back to the 1920s and 1930s. The range is huge and full of 

surprises. I like to think that, when items appear on the website, 

everything is well ordered. However, the process of sorting it all out is 

less well ordered! I thought I would share with you a photograph taken 

behind the scenes. The novelties and joke items on the table are 

waiting to be categorised and listed. Some have yet to be added to the 

website. 

 

The items which are on the website may all be found in the Novelties, 

Toys, Games and Jokes Category. I’ve selected just four to highlight 

below.  

 

 
 

Egg eating automaton. This is a very cleverly designed tinplate figure. 

You need to hold the figure as you would a pair of scissors and move 

the legs in and out. For details see Ref. no. N2445. 

 

The smallest kitchen in the world, in a matchbox. The miniature scene 

inside the matchbox shows a woman making butter. Davenports sold 

this for two old pennies back in the 1920s and 1930s. See N2536 for 

https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item_category/ntj/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item_category/ntj/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/egg-eating-automaton-novelty/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/the-smallest-kitchen-in-the-world-in-a-matchbox/


more details. 

 

Signorina Fatima the famous nude dancer. This joke is ‘Segreto! 

Soltanto per signori’ – ‘Secret! For gentlemen only’. A closer look may 

seem tempting - but beware. But don’t worry, you may check out the 

details at N2426 without any pain. 

 

Sp!n Exclamation Mark spinning top. This 2021 addition to the 

collection is ingenious. The details at N2586 will clarify how the top is 

designed. 

 

 

New plans for 2022 

 

 
 

The Davenport Collection contains some interesting cine film taken 

mainly by the Davenport family. Characters such as Cardini, Dante, the 

Levantes, Chris Charlton and John Ramsay are all there. In the 1980s 

the Davenport family made some of the film available in the form of a 

VHS tape. In 2022 we plan to start making this film more accessible 

through a new Davenport Collection YouTube Channel which will be 

linked to www.davenportcollection.co.uk. This will mean that if you 

search for Levante on the website, you will also see links for relevant 

film clips, such as Les doing a strait-jacket escape, Esme escaping from 

shackles under water and the Levantes fooling about in the garden of 

the Davenport family home. 

 

 

Take care and stay safe 

  

John 

  

John Davenport curator of www.davenportcollection.co.uk   
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https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/spn-exclamation-mark-spinning-top-optical-illusion-by-d/
https://www.davenportcollection.co.uk/item/spn-exclamation-mark-spinning-top-optical-illusion-by-d/

