THE FIRST OF 80 BRITISH RING
CONVENTIONS

Cheltenham 1931

Presented by
ROY FIELD

The OHiIi story of Mystery
British Ring of the International
Brotherhood of Magicians convention in
Buxton, 9 " September 2016

© Roy Field



The first of 80 British Ring Conventions

85 years ago in Cheltenham, during a hot, sunny June,
the first British Ring convention took place. With the
exception of the WW2 period, they have taken place
every year since. At this, our 80" convention, | want to
explore why Cheltenham, who were the personalities
involved and what happened. To some of you who
have read my history of the British Ring, Linking
Britain, or have head me before, some of what | say
may be familiar. For that | apologise, but it is worth

remembering at a modern convention, our early
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British Rindogo designed
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pioneers.

Firstly, as is common with all modern research, let us
establish some dates and a timeline. The IBM was estallished by Canadian Len
Vintus and American Gene Gordon in February 1922. The concept of an
international magic association was followed keenly by some British magicians and
indeed there were 4 British members in the first 100 IBM members. By 1924 there
were 30 British members and after the establishment of The Linking Ringas a fine
printed magazine in 1925, many more.
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The impetus for gathering these early
IBM members into a British Ring

Greetings to all Jlagicians
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came from the popular professional I
magician Oswald Rae. Rae was
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performer was a well known writer

Founder and President

and magical inventor of such items as TSR
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members to form an official Ring, :

which after a plea in The Linking Ring
ITTwUOOOWOEUEDOI Eb wi

, 1 OE1 UUZ WEUwWUT 1 awp. o
known, founded the IBM British Ring | T R
in August 1928. Oswald (Ossie) Rae s WELCOMES YOU ::

TO OUR FIRST ANNUAL

LB.M., CONVENTION




{AR [2NN} AySQ3
of EdwardD Taylor.

Dick Nesfield (Dleisfen)

became the first President, a post he held until 1948, with Dick Nesfield (Dleisfen) of
Bridlington as the first Hon Secretary, and later treasurer and first editor of The
Budget.

These early Ringers were avid readers ofThe Linking Ring and indeed some, such as
Ossie Rae, Dleisfenand George Blake were regular contributors. They were
particularly engrossed by the descriptions of the first IBM conventions held in

Kenton, Ohio in 1926 and 1927. It was at the 1927 convention that there was the first
ever British delegate. This was Edward D Taylor from London who is forever
EOOwUT I wbk E a wliththidre lnek®liea@dugtry solicitor rather than a
magician, but then what does a magician really look like!



We do not know whether Ossie Rae ever met Edward Taylor and discussed his

convention experiences, but Ossie was keen to experience things for himself. He set

sail for a North American trip firstly for professional engagements in Canada, but

was alsoinvited to perform at the IBM Fort Wayne, Indiana convention 3 -6 June

1930.

He gave a number of shows at the convention but was damned with faint praise by
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certainly felt t hat the Americans did not understand English humour. Although he

i 1T OUOWEUWEwWxUOI 1 UUPOOEOQwWxIT Ui OUOT UOwUT 1 WEOOYI
EOONUUOUUzZOwWI I wEPEwWxPEOwWUx wEwWOOU WO woOdOPOI EIT
and returned determined to establish a British version the following year in 1931.

But where to hold a convention, and who to organise it? Step forward Cheltenham

magician Prof L Bofeys.

Cheltenham already had good magic
credentials being the home town of Jasper
Maskelyne and the historic family home
town of John Neville Maskelyne and
George Alfred Cooke, but Bofeys
volunteered to organise and more
importantly had the accommodation with
his large house and grounds, more of which
later. So who was Bofeys? His full name

was Benjamin William Henry Fry 1896 -
1973 and he lived at Westmon House in
Charlton Kings, a reasonably affluent
suburb of Cheltenham. When | was doing
the research for my history of the British
Ring, | liaised with Charlton Kings

Historical Society who were intrigued by :
Professor Bofeys, Hon. Life Member anc

Bofeys as a local celebrity abou whom at Member of Committee.

first they had little knowledge, but

eventually they did discover quite a lot for me. Although he was born into relatively
humble circumstances, he married Dorothy Peacey who was an only child and, |
suppose a sort of heiress, and it was she who inherited Westmon House and
grounds. Before marriage he worked for some local insurance companies but
afterwards seemed only to do his magic and Punch and Judy. Certainly the locals
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area. Terry Seabrooke remembered him as the first magician he ever saw when he as

on holiday as young boy at his uncles in Goucestershire.

The name Bofeys is a bit of a mystery and nobody | have spoken to can give a

suitable explanation. His real name Benjamin Fry has initials band f but I am
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L is not one of his initials. A recording in the Gloucestershire Archives also refers to
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His Punch and Judy artefacts are now in the

Cheltenham museum but they are a little
strange. His backdrop is shown here, | think it
looks a little amateurish for a regular punch
performer, or is it just me?

Backdrop used by Bofeys

Also his unusual loo king puppets
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stick, not the usual glove puppet

articulated arms. The puppets are

probably continental, maybe



