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Introduction 
 

One big mystery within our family was the question ‘who was our grandfather?’. My 

father, Marcel Charles Dutt, almost never spoke about him to his sons or to our mother, 

and all we picked up was that he was some sort of theatrical producer. I asked him once 

why we had an Indian name and he said his father had been adopted when young by a 

Parsee Doctor. He did have a photo album from a trip he made with his parents to 

Argentina in 1930, but several photos had been torn out so that there were no images of 

his father.  
 

My mother told me a bit about my father’s background. He was evacuated from London 

early in the Great War when he was two or three and sent away to live in the country on a 

farm. However, although the war ended in 1918 his parents only retrieved him in 1926, 

by which time he effectively had a new adopted family, and this move was apparently 

quite a trauma for him. His French mother, Charlotte, once told my mother that she 

couldn’t bear to look after him after his two brothers died and that she had found herself 

wishing that it had been Marcel who had died instead. She said she used to leave him out 

in his pram in the cold hoping he would catch something, so maybe evacuation saved 

him. Once he had left home, where apparently French was as much his language as 

English and where he was called Marcel, he always used Charles as his name and hated 

being referred to as Marcel. 

 

When my father died in 1994 I was talking to a couple who had known him from before 

the war and they told me that his father was Indian and a magician. They said that 

Charles had been somewhat embarrassed about this and felt that it had held him back 

both in his medical career, where he felt it had prevented him becoming a ‘real surgeon’ 

as opposed to a dental surgeon, and then later in the RAF where he felt it had hindered 

promotion. 

 

Looking through my father’s papers, I found only half of his birth certificate as he had 

cut off the half with his father’s name on it. On obtaining a copy I found that his father 

was actually called Amar Nath Dutt. In my parents’ marriage certificate in 1947 he 

names his father as ‘Nathaniel Dutt’ and his father’s profession as ‘Theatrical Agent’, 

neither of which was correct, although each had a slight grain of truth in them. I also 

found that he had kept the negatives from the above-mentioned trip to Buenos Aires so I 

do now have photos of Amar not in his magician’s costumes. 

 

Just after my father’s death we were contacted by Helene Franklin who turned out to be 

his cousin and was by then well into her nineties. She was the daughter of his mother 

Charlotte’s sister Mireille and when I met her, she had a lot of fascinating information to 

pass on. She told me that Charles couldn’t stand his father and repeated that he was 

embarrassed both by his father’s race and his profession. She often went to Amar’s 

performances and said they were some of the happiest memories of her childhood, but 

Charles never went. She also said Charles was very vain about his appearance and 

concerned lest he looked too Indian.  
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Knowing about my grandfather’s magic career I then contacted Eddie Dawes, historian 

for The Magic Circle, who gave me the vital information about his stage name and 

career. 

 

It was the information from Helene and 

Eddie that started me off on the research 

that has resulted in the following story. 

So, I’m extremely grateful to them as well 

as to Anne and John Davenport (Lewis 

Davenport was a friend of his) and several 

other members of The Magic Circle.  

 

As described below, it turns out that Amar 

Dutt started out as a well-educated young 

Indian man. He was hoodwinked into going to the USA via England and Canada, was 

deported from the USA to England, was at least twice jailed, was once declared a 

destitute, was a would-be revolutionary, became an apprentice engineer, was the victim 

of an attempted murder, rescued a damsel in distress who then became his wife, and was 

declared bankrupt, all before settling down to a successful 27 year career as an illusionist.  

 

Some of the information about him comes from once-secret documents (now available in 

the public domain) because he had a brief flirtation with Indian revolutionaries while in 

the UK. One such document was issued by the Indian Criminal Intelligence Office at 

Simla, India in 1911, titled ‘Indian Agitators Abroad’, and others were from security 

information in the French National Archives.  

 

In researching Amar Dutt’s life, what becomes clear is that he made up many myths 

about himself and it can be difficult to separate out the myths from the truth. He was 

happy to come out with these myths in interviews as a way of creating the exotic persona 

that he traded on. Many of them were then repeated in the write-ups about him in various 

magic histories and have thus in turn been repeated in other books and on the Internet, so 

have effectively become the ‘official story’. As can be read below, many of the myths are 

very easily disproved, but there are some that might still have grains of truth in them…..  

Amar Dutt with Lewis Davenport 
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A summary of Amar Nath Dutt’s life - 1884-1937 
 

 

Amar Nath Dutt was a stage magician in the days of music halls and variety shows that 

were a popular form of entertainment from Victorian Times through to just after the 

Second World War. His career lasted over twenty five years before he died just at the 

same time as this form of entertainment started to fall into decline with the onset of 

cinema and television. 

 

Dutt was an Indian and a Hindu, born in Lahore in the Punjab in 1884. His father Hari 

Prasanna Dutt was, according to Dutt’s marriage certificate, an accountant and is also 

recorded elsewhere as a civil servant of Santipur, Nadia, Bengal. ‘Amar’ means immortal 

and ‘Nath’ is a common Indian second 

name meaning ‘Lord of’. He went to the 

Rang Mahal Mission School in Lahore 

until the age of 15.   

 

The Rang Mahal school (right) was the 

first entirely English-speaking school in 

the Punjab, started in the mid 19th century 

by an American minister. Attending this 

school meant that Dutt was well educated, 

well spoken, and fluent in English.  

 

Historically the Dutts (or Duttas) were 

among the original inhabitants of Lahore 

and they belonged to a community of 

seven castes called the Mohyals and are 

Hussaini Brahmins. The Dutts were the largest of these castes. Today Lahore is in 

Pakistan, but at the time it was in India. However, as a result of the antipathy and 

violence meted out to the non-Muslims after partition from India in 1947, Hindus such as 

the Dutts, either left quickly, were thrown out, or worse.  

 

In 1901 when he was seventeen, Dutt was working in some capacity in India, but was 

then tricked into leaving the country in September 1901 by a hoaxer whom he met in 

Hyderabad. The hoaxer styled himself as ‘Prince Ranjit of Baluchistan’ and claimed that 

he was recruiting an entourage to accompany him to the coronation of Edward VII in 

London. The ‘Prince’ put on a great show wherever he went with his acolytes, and the 

time they spent in London and on the subsequent voyage from Liverpool to Montreal in 

the SS Lake Simcoe were well covered in the press in various countries. They arrived in 

New York Grand Central station in November 1901 by way of Bombay, Genoa, Paris, 

London and Montreal. At this point the miscreant revealed his true identity and that his 

real aim was to recruit staff for a new upmarket Indian restaurant on 5th Avenue in New 

York with backing from wealthy investors who had funded his trip.  At this point some of 

the young Indians, including Dutt, ran off while others stayed with him. 

 

Rang Mahal School 
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Having escaped from his 

would-be employer, by 

early March 1902 Dutt 

was working as a servant 

and curry cook for a 

woman living in Remsen 

Street in Queens, New 

York. According to one 

New York newspaper he 

had by then become a 

well-known local 

character because of his colourful appearance and his fakir-like trickery. However, 

having brought the authorities’ attention to himself when he and some fellow victims 

took the conman to court, he was deported to the UK at the end of May 1902 and arrived 

in London early in June. On arrival the deportees were sent to the Strangers’ Home for 

Asiatics in Limehouse, London. In its correspondence about them with the India Office, 

the Home noted that these deportees were obviously well educated. The India Office took 

pity on them, having heard their story, and provided funds for them to be returned to 

India. Almost all of them took up this offer, but two of them, including Dutt, stayed in the 

United Kingdom. 

 

After only a couple of months in England, Dutt duly returned to the USA. He sailed from 

Southampton on 16 August 1902 on the SS Philadelphia, arriving at New York on 

23 August.   

 

 

His entry to the USA is recorded on the immigration list at Ellis Island. His age was listed 

as 19, his occupation as ‘none’, and it is recorded that he had $30 with him. As he had no 

address to go to, he was sent to the Vedanta Society at 102 E 58 St, which was then a 

newly formed organization that aimed to introduce the locals to Hindu ideas. 

Within a few days he was advertising in the local paper for a job: 

Wanted – Situation in private family or doctor’s house, or as butler, by an Aryan Hindoo young man; 

speaks good English; can read and write; experienced; $25 to $35. Call or write to Amar Nath Dutt, 210 

East 53rd St., New York. 

SS Lake Simcoe 
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And: 

Wanted – Situation as curry cook or plain cook in private family or hotel or club, by an Aryan Hindoo young 

man; appointed by HRH the Maharaja of Bikaner of India; $35 to $45, including lodging and board. Write 

to Amar Nath Dutt, care of Thomas Cook and Son, 261 and 262 Broadway, New York.  

Note that ‘Aryan Hindoo’ is another way of referring to a high caste Brahmin such as 

Dutt. It is feasible that he had worked for the Maharaja of Bikaner before being seduced 

by ‘Prince Ranjit’ as it’s only a couple of hundred miles from Lahore, although of course 

he could have been making it up as was his habit. 

There is no record of his subsequent movements in the USA or of exactly how long he 

stayed, although we know he was back in London in June 1905. According to an 

intelligence service report he was apprenticed to an electrical engineering firm for some 

time as well as joining several travelling circus companies. This fits with his own claims 

that he learnt the magic arts at Ringling Brothers sideshows and that he had been an 

electrical engineer in New York.  

The security report mentioned that Dutt briefly returned to India in 1904 before heading 

back to London in 1905, although no records of that have been found. 

In June 1905 he again turned up at the Strangers’ Home for Asiatics, but now as a 

destitute. This was a charitable home set up for Asians, especially seamen, who found 

themselves homeless in London. 

There was a charge for staying there, 

and it was a haven against the fairly 

rough London world of that time, 

where impoverished Asians could be 

particularly vulnerable.  

He stayed there during June and July 

1905 and was then found a job as a 

cabin boy by the Home. However, he 

reappeared there at the end of March 

1906, after only a few months at sea.  

The Home noted in a letter to the India 

Office in July 1906 that ‘he was not a 

sea-faring man – he was a conjuror 

and acrobat – an adventurer who had 

tried various trades in America’. Referring to his first stay in June 1905, they further said 

‘with great difficulty he was found employment as cabin boy on £3.10.0 a month.’ Then 

in 1906 he was ‘paid off (he says) with 15 shillings at North Shields on 28th March’.  

The Strangers’ Home for Asiatics 

http://botanyjohn.org/gallery2/v/ubcbgslides/2005_680_1244.jpg.html
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He returned to the Strangers’ 

Home the next day, 29 

March, again destitute. Early 

in July 1906 the Home 

applied to the Secretary of 

State at the India Office for 

funds, but since they ended 

their letter by saying ‘This is 

not a deserving case’, it is not 

surprising that the request 

was turned down and he was 

presumably then thrown out 

fairly soon afterwards.  

Dutt claimed that at some 

time he joined the dance 

troupe of Ruth St Denis and toured Europe. Although it cannot be proved, this would fit 

his story because at exactly the time he left the Home in 1906, she was in London and 

was recruiting young Hindus for her company, and one of his fellow victims of the fake 

prince was working with her. 

Dutt eventually returned to London early in 1907 and for a while he became politically 

active. He joined the Indian Revolutionary Party, whose aims were to bring an end to 

British rule of India, by violent means if necessary. They funded Dutt to go to America to 

learn about the manufacture of arms and bombs. He duly joined the well-known 

armaments firm of Iver Johnson as a handyman. However, he only stayed with them for a 

few weeks until his funding ran out and he decided to become a performer rather than a 

revolutionary. He returned to the UK in March 1908 having been summoned by the 

revolutionaries. He arrived from New York on the Majestic, where he was listed as a 

‘showman’ of ‘Hindoo’ nationality. He was travelling second class rather than third, and 

he claimed (in court) that he had made good money in his short time performing in 

America. He also mentioned that he had worked with ‘a man called Thurston’, which 

could have been Howard, who was going through his Indian period at that time, or his 

brother Harry who was involved with Ringling Bros. 

 

By June 1908 he was in Paris in order to meet the leading Indian revolutionaries, who 

had a base there. However, they fell out after Dutt refused to return to India to train 

would-be militants. Dutt then tried to threaten and blackmail one of them for 1,000 

francs, but he was duly reported to the authorities, prosecuted and in late August 1908 he 

was sent to jail for six months. We do have a description of his appearance by a reporter 

who attended the court and who opened by saying what a striking person Dutt was in 

comparison with the other ruffians in court. He described him as “…a young man of great 

beauty: his complexion a bronze colour with strong highlights, the nobility of his delicate 

features, the shape of his mouth and the brilliance of his black eyes.” The reports also say 

that Dutt was performing as an illusionist, his speciality being the levitation of a boy with 
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no visible support, and that he was earning 350 francs a week at the Alhambra having 

been a successful performer in America. 

 

He returned to London on release and stayed at India House in Highgate. This house was 

the London base for the Indian nationalists and revolutionaries, so it was somewhat 

surprising that Dutt risked going there.  Perhaps that is why after a short while in London, 

he went to South America early in 1909 to ply his trade as an illusionist.  

 

In Buenos Aires he met Charlotte Alexandrine Aubert, a French woman of 21, who had 

arrived there from France in March 1909. 

 

According to Helene Franklin, he told everyone that he had 

rescued Charlotte from a ‘battle where the bullets were 

flying’. Nobody believed him, but it could well have been the 

May Day incident in 1909 in Buenos Aires where the police 

fired on a large workers’ demonstration, killing nearly forty 

and injuring many more. 

 

Things obviously moved fast, and they claimed to have 

married at the French Consulate in Buenos Aires on 11 July 

1909 and arrived back in England from Buenos Aires on the 

Aragon on 23 April 1910, by which time Charlotte was eight 

months pregnant. This time they are both shown as ‘artists’ in 

the passenger manifest, so possibly she was assisting him on 

stage in Argentina. 

 

The couple duly appeared at Charlotte’s mother’s house in London at 9 Shirley Road, 

Chiswick. The family was shocked to find that she was very pregnant and, what was 

worse for them, with what they called a ‘black man’. However, the couple continued to 

stay there with Charlotte’s mother Helene Sanders (formerly Aubert) and her husband 

George. Helene Sanders, previously Helene Yvonne Aubert, married George Henry 

Sanders in 1897 and was naturalized as British in 1895. She was a chef who had 

apparently worked for Escoffier. She had three daughters from her Aubert marriage 

(Charlotte, Helene and Mireille) and, according to Helene Franklin (Mireille’s daughter), 

she was very much the matriarch of the family. Sunday lunch at her house was a strong 

family tradition where she presided over everything and all present spoke French. Helene 

said that following the initial shock at meeting him they always tended to make fun of 

Amar and in return he told them that his parents worked as peasants in the paddy fields, 

which was clearly not true given his level of education. George Sanders was a ship’s 

steward, ten years younger than Helene, who was killed on the SS Maloja that was mined 

in the straits of Dover in February 1916. Helene Sanders died in 1933.  

 

Amar and Charlotte’s first son, Amor George arrived on 26 May 1910. At this time (and 

at the time of the 1911 British census) they were still living with the Sanders. They were 

then married at Brentford Register Office on 4 July 1910. Amar’s father Hari Prasad Dutt 

is shown on the wedding certificate as being a deceased accountant. There is a note on 

Charlotte Aubert 
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the certificate that they had previously married in Buenos Aires. However, the French 

consulate in Buenos Aires has no record of this and it is possible that this earlier marriage 

was a fiction to legitimise Amor and to appease the family.  

 

Their second son, Marcel Charles was born on 29 March 1912, with his father still living 

at 9 Shirley Road and now a music hall artiste, but his mother living at 10 Woodfield 

Road, Bedford Park. Unlike his brothers, Marcel survived childhood and died aged 81 in 

1993. He was evacuated to a farm in the countryside early in the First World War. In 

WW1, evacuation was not official, but rather a voluntary action of parents. His parents 

only retrieved him in 1926, eight years after war had ended! 

 

Amor died aged 2 on 12 March 1913. His death was the result of a grazed knee that went 

septic (officially he died of osteomyelitis of the tibia and septicaemia). Charlotte used to 

tell my mother that she, Dorothy, was a ‘hard hearted woman’ because she was able to 

nurse her little boys when they were ill while she, Charlotte, loved her boys too much to 

be able to face nursing them. My mother, who was an ex-nursing sister, was too nice to 

point out to her that this is probably why she lost two of her three sons! 

 

Amor’s death certificate shows his and Amar’s address as 40 Gascony Avenue, Kilburn 

although Charlotte was then back with her mother at 9 Shirley Road.  

 

Their third son Albert Cecil Dutt was born on 12 June 1915 and died of pneumonia only 

ten weeks later on 25 August. Both parents were recorded as living at 136 Hawthorn 

Road, Isleworth. On the death certificate, Amar Dutt’s profession was shown as ‘theatre 

proprietor’. Albert’s birth and death are listed as being at Ashton, Eversley Crescent, 

Heston. Amar was away performing in another part of the country both when Albert was 

born and when he died. According to what she told Dorothy Dutt, Charlotte was spotted 

in a distressed state on a train by other passengers and it turned out that the baby she was 

holding was either only just alive or already dead. 

 

Amar and Charlotte were based in London in the Middlesex area throughout their 

marriage although he spent a lot of that time on the road in the UK and abroad.  

In August1910 Dutt launched himself as ‘Ram 

Bhuj - the Necromancer of the Himalaya’ at the 

Croydon Empire, and in the next few months he 

performed a few more times around London and 

the South East as well as at Plymouth and 

Glasgow.  

In December of 1910 he was in court where he was ordered to compensate an assistant 

for unfair dismissal without notice. In fact, the assistant had almost drowned when a trick 

went wrong, and the story and the secret of the trick appeared in various newspapers.  

Around this time, he also got into serious financial trouble, with the upshot that his 

mother-in-law, Helene, bailed him out, took over the show and paid him £5 per week to 
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run it. He then re-launched himself as Linga Singh, which was the stage name that he 

used as a professional magician until the end of his life in 1937. 

Dutt first performed as Linga Singh at Colchester in 

October 1911, and by the end of November he was doing 

a two-week run at the London Coliseum. Over time he 

used a variety of strap-lines with this name such as 

‘Linga Singh – the Royal Indian Magician’ (he claimed 

that he had appeared before the King), ‘The mysterious 

Linga Singh’, ‘Linga Singh – the mysterious Hindoo 

Sorcerer’, ‘Linga Singh – the famous Hindoo Sorcerer’, 

‘Linga Singh – the Indian Fakir’ and ‘Linga Singh – the 

Hindu Fakir’. 

However, it didn’t take long for Dutt to get into further 

trouble. In February 1912 he was sued by Servais Le Roy 

for non-payment for apparatus that Le Roy had 

constructed, but Dutt counter-sued claiming that it had 

been badly made.  He lost and had to pay up. Then on 

27 March 1912, Albert Conway, an upset employee, fired 

a couple of revolver shots at him while he was rehearsing on stage, but Dutt ran for cover 

and escaped injury when the assailant’s gun jammed. Conway was arrested and found 

guilty of common assault, for which he received a sentence of four months hard labour. 

However, Conway subsequently successfully sued Dutt for fraud, for which Dutt in turn 

also received a sentence of four months hard labour. Dutt was cleared on appeal later that 

year, but he did serve some time in jail in Wormwood Scrubs prison.  

 

In July 1912 Dutt was sued for bankruptcy by several debtors, the largest of which was 

Helene Sanders who was owed £150 out of the total debt of some £400. At this time, he 

was still officially working for Helene, but now for just £2 10s a week. He was declared 

bankrupt late in 1912. By then he owed his mother-in-law £495 and his sister-in-law 

(presumably the younger Helene who made his exotic costumes) £75. Surprisingly, Dutt 

survived all these troubles and, judging by the amount of bookings and his fees from then 

onwards, he was probably financially successful thereafter and so eventually cleared his 

bankruptcy although he was still trying, but failing, to be discharged in April 1917. He 

did have a very expensive show, with many assistants and several tons of equipment, so it 

may never have been very profitable. 

  

Dutt was regularly on stage during most of the First World War and in December 1914 he 

was performing in support of the war effort and according to the adverts for his show, he 

“...will each night address the audience, telling them of the whole-heartedness of our 

Indian brothers for the welfare of Great Britain”. Later in the war, from mid 1917 he 

joined up as a sepoy (infantry soldier) in the Indian Army Service Corps (IASC). Judging 

from the gap in his bookings, he was probably away from July 1917 to September 1918. 

He is reported in The Magician Monthly of March 1919 as ‘now demobbed’, and in his 
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advertising in the early 1920s he used ‘Late Indian Army’ and ‘Has done his bit’ under 

his stage name. 

 

For the 26 years that he performed as 

Linga Singh, Dutt always retained the 

‘Mysterious Hindu’ aura and played this up 

in his exotic and elaborate settings, 

costumes and assistants. He even appeared 

on the back of an elephant on occasion. He 

tended towards large, colourful, and 

spectacular illusions, always including 

disappearing lady assistants, often after 

they had been immolated, and even 

appearing and disappearing horses and 

riders. From the start of his career 

reviewers mentioned the gorgeous and 

exotic settings of his act. Early in his 

career, one of his popular end-of-show 

illusions was ‘pulling a small carriage with 

his eyes’, where he attached strings to cups 

held under his eyelids. In his peak years he 

made a big thing of his ‘enchanted tent’ 

which formed the centre-piece of his stage 

setting. He was also able to perform in the 

round, encircled by the audience, and as a 

result often appeared in circuses on the 

continent. He performed the Indian rope 

trick (‘...a splendid finale to his act’), the 

coloured sands and the production of 

apparently endless supplies of water and, later in his career, turning this water into beer, 

which he then served to members of the audience. Another well publicised spectacle was 

balancing his exotic assistant on the tip of a scimitar. Judging by the contemporary 

reviews of his shows in the trade journals, his strengths were more in his stage-craft and 

general showmanship than in his ultimate skills as an illusionist.  

 

He travelled and performed all over the UK, and from the mid 1920s he also worked in 

many countries in mainland Europe, including Germany, Austria, France, Algeria, 

Czechoslovakia, Poland, Spain, Denmark, Russia, Hungary, Holland, Belgium and 

Switzerland. It seems that he spent most of 1930 and 1931 abroad, mostly in Europe, but 

also in South America, where he performed in Buenos Aires, Argentina and Montevideo, 

Uruguay. For the trip to South America he took Charlotte for a nostalgic return visit 

along with the eighteen-year-old Marcel.  

 

From the start of his career he was a regular at the London Coliseum and for a period 

with the Maskelynes at St George’s Hall. Later he also acted as impresario and organized 
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the whole variety show, including comedians and other acts. From quite early on in his 

Linga Singh career he was often the top billed act in variety shows. 

 

 Occasionally he performed in pantomime and once, 

at the end of 1920 there is a report that: ‘Deputising 

for a fellow performer, he appeared on stage as a 

Scottish comedian’! 

 

His career peaked in the late 1920s and early 1930s 

and then faded a little as the cinema gradually 

overtook the variety hall. Late in his career, for 

example in his penultimate show in Redruth, he 

actually performed in cinemas. In some years it can 

be seen from the adverts for his shows that he 

worked every one of the fifty-two weeks. He may 

sometimes have been able to nip home between the 

Saturday evening and Monday morning shows, 

leaving his troupe to set up the next show in the next 

town, but his family must hardly have seen him for 

months. 

 

Late in 1935 he performed in the famous Cirque 

d’Hiver (Winter Circus) in Paris as ‘Ali Kahn the 

mysterious Hindu’ and was recognised as Linga 

Singh by a local newspaper correspondent. He was 

simultaneously appearing as Linga Singh at a Paris 

cinema, which explains the false name. 

 

Judging from contemporary reports and from the 

first-hand memories of his niece Helene, he was an extrovert, showy and friendly 

character, well-educated and speaking impeccable English. In a report of 1913, he was 

described by his interviewer as ‘…a charming personality in himself, having all the ease 

and grace of a cultured English gentleman, and has an ingratiating manner which very 

quickly makes him popular with the audience’. 

 

Helene Franklin remembers seeing him perform several times in the extravagant 

costumes made by her Aunt Helene, one of the three Aubert sisters, and said that he was 

a fantastic performer. She also recalls as a teenager staying with him at a hotel, sleeping 

on a camp bed, when he was performing at Margate quite late in his life. She said that he 

was bemoaning the fact that he had sunk to this level from his glory days at the Coliseum. 

She also reckoned that his relationship with his main assistant ‘Miss Lakshmi’ (Hindu 

Goddess of Wealth and Beauty) obviously went a lot further than the stage performances. 

Apparently, she (Maud E Freeman) was the daughter of a housekeeper who worked for 

Amar’s mother-in-law, Helene Sanders.  
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Finally, he was booked to perform at the Theatre Royal in West Bromwich from Monday 

22 November 1937. His doctor had advised him not to perform as he was already 

reported as being ‘very ill’ when performing in Redruth, Cornwall the week before, but in 

the true tradition that ‘the show must go on’ he fulfilled his obligations. He performed 

twice on the Monday and was taken to Hallam hospital the following day. Here he died 

of pneumonia, complicated by diabetes, on Friday 26 November 1937 at the age of 54. 

He was cremated, Hindu style, at Golders Green Crematorium, London, on 1 December. 

On his death certificate his address was recorded as 96 Priory Mansions, Priory Park 

Road, Kilburn.  

 

 The following day, his spectacular costumes and stage 

equipment, apparently valued at £5000 (a great deal of 

money at the time, although there may have been some 

tabloid license here) were piled up in a contractor’s 

yard in Brixton and set alight by his assistant, Maud 

Freeman. According to a newspaper report his wife, 

‘Charlotte Singh’, couldn’t attend because she had to 

stay at home and nurse her sick, dentist son Marcel. 

Some reports said that the immolation was in 

accordance with his final wish, but others said that it 

was his widow’s decision because she claimed that 

‘these were virtually the cause of his death’. 

 

  

 

 

Amongst the tributes in trade press obituaries 

were: 

 

‘When Linga Singh died we lost a cheery 

personality and a great splash of colour was 

missing from the Music Hall and the World of 

Magic.’ 

 

‘As a man, Linga Singh was well liked throughout 

the business for his straight business dealings and 

his cordiality.’ 

 

‘His glittering surroundings, with good 

showmanship and happy-go-lucky methods of 

introducing his material made a definite appeal.’ 
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Amar Nath Dutt – Timeline 
 

1883/4 Birth in Lahore, India 

 

1899 Leaves Lahore mission school 

 

1901  October: To the UK from India with ‘Prince Ranjit’ 

 November: To USA with ‘Prince Ranjit’ 

 

1902 June: Deported to the UK from the USA and sent to the Strangers’ Home for Asiatics 

August: Returned to the USA from England 

 

1905 June: Arrived destitute at the Strangers’ Home for Asiatics, found job as cabin boy 

 

1906 March: Paid off and returned destitute at the Home for Asiatics 

 July: Left the Home for Asiatics having been refused government support 

 

1907 March: Goes to USA to learn about guns and explosives, then performing 

  

1908 March: Arrives back in England from New York  

May: Arrives in Paris  

June: Arrested for attempted blackmail in Paris 

August: Jailed for 6 months in Paris 

 

1909 Early: Returns to London and stays at India House 

 Early: Goes to South America 

 May: Ducking bullets in Buenos Aires at the May Day battle 

 July: Marries Charlotte Aubert at the French Consulate, Buenos Aires 

 

1910 April: Arrives from Buenos Aires with Charlotte (now pregnant)  

May: First son, Amor George, born; living in London 

 July: Marries Charlotte again in London  

August: First performing as Ram Bhuj 

December: In court – sued by employee for non-payment 

 

1911 February: Last appearance as Ram Bhuj 

October: First performing as Linga Singh 

 

1912 February: Sued by Servais Le Roy 

March: Second son, Marcel Charles, born 

July: Bankruptcy  

September: In court – convicted of fraud and sent to Wormwood Scrubs 

 October: In appeal court – conviction quashed 

 

1913 March: Amor George dies 

 

1915 June: Albert Cecil born 

 August: Albert Cecil dies 

 

1917/18 At war in Mesopotamia from 7/17 to 9/18 

 

1929/30 Trip to Buenos Aires, Argentina (2/11/29 arrival) 

 

1937 November: Death in West Bromwich, Funeral in Brixton  

 


