Summer in Aberystwyth – seaside entertainment in 1922
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In the summer of 1922 Owen Clark was struggling with his Giant Illusions act.
Claude Chandler was having an equally difficult time with his version of David
Devant’s Revue of Magic. Chandler had two seasons at St George’s Hall, in the
spring and autumn of 1922. His manager was Charles Glenrose.
That summer, Chandler was in Bognor and Glenrose was in Aberystwyth.
Glenrose was managing the Quarryette, a failing attraction owned by a widow
named Mrs Graham. The information which follows is extracted from letters which
Glenrose wrote to Chandler.
The first letter is dated 29 April 1922. There is no information about Owen Clark,
but Glenrose’s comments about the Quarryette may be of interest.

Letter dated 29 April 1922, extract 1

Letter dated 29 April 1922, extract 2 (part a)

Letter dated 29 April 1922, extract 2 (part b)

The news of Owen Clark’s impending visit to Aberystwyth is in Glenrose’s letter of
12 May 1922 (extract 1, below). The letter gives further information about Glenrose’s
activities at the Quarryette (extract 2, below).

Letter dated 12 May 1922, extract 1

Letter dated 12 May 1922, extract 2

In his letter of 21 June 1922, Glenrose wrote about competing attractions in
Aberystwyth.

Letter dated 21 June 1922

In July 1922 David Devant visited Aberystwyth and saw Owen Clark’s show. His
opinion, as reported by Charles Glenrose in his letter of 20 July, was that it was “not
of the best”. Devant may have been biased by the fact that Claude Chandler’s
version of his show was in competition with Owen Clark.

Letter dated 20 July 1922

On 16 August 1922 Glenrose wrote to Chandler to say that “Mr Devant left here last
Saturday after a stay of five weeks.” He had bad news about his own season in
Aberystwyth.

Letter dated 16 August 1922- extract 1

He had been equally unsuccessful in his attempts to obtain bookings for Chandler’s
version of Devant’s Revue of Magic. He offered the following explanation.

Letter dated 16 August 1922- extract 2

Managements may also have been put off by the fact that Chandler wanted £150 per
week for the act. This was a very high salary for a well-worn act presented by a
young, relatively unknown performer.
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