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John Davenport and | inherited three autograph albums from Wyn Davenport. The albums are
ninety years old now and U1 | &atherifragile, so they had to be scanned before | could do any
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them, and the circumstances in which they were collected. 2 Owa OUwpb OO0z UwUI 1 wOEDQa w
thi wOl RUOwi Pi Ua w @ perUabdutviyn Bavedporg énd zome of the magicians she
encountered, and the places where the magicians worked 3 T 1 Ualtrick)( z E w Gé @ou aboud
too.

Wyn was the daughter of Lewis Davenport, the magician and dealer. John Davenport is her
nephew. When [ first met her, she was not long turned sixty ¢ about the same age as | am now, in
fact. She wasliving with her mother Winifred in a big house in Kent called Ivydene.

This photograph was taken in the 1930s, when the house looked rather grand. Forty years later,
when | went to Ivydene, it PEJwOOOOPOT wUOUUAa Wi OUwWPUUT O w371 1 wi
repairs and maintenance, and the house was going downdhill.

Eventually Winifred and Wyn had to leave Ivydene and move to a small flat in Tonbridge. In
1981 Winifred celebrated her 90" birthday .
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This photograph was taken in her flat ¢+ Winifred on the left, Wyn on the right. Winifred died later
that year, leaving Wyn on her own in the flat in Tonbridge. John and | used to visit her from time

to time and take her out to lunch.

Wyn was always happy to talk about the old days. Shez Houred the music halls with Lewis
#EYI Ox@ddiactbOw Ul I whuNI YUOWEOEwWUT 1 ZEWET I OwUDwi2z08 U1
POUOI EwbOw#EYI] Ox OU lop. We Gdid giaé ta BedrhbrGiorigd)and she enjoyed

telling them.
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old age. She had a lot to put up with ¢ she was lonely after her mother died, and she had a great
deal of ill health - but she was always pleased to see usvhen we visited her.

This is Wyn as ayoung girl, photographed on Wanstead
Flats in London when her family was living nearby. That
cheerful smile PEUwW6 38 07 UWUUEEOOEDOOOOP w
old she was when this photograph was taken, but she was
given her first autograph album when she was ten years
old.
When Wyn died in 1991, she left the contents of her flat
OOw) O1T O w( UwPEUWEUEOOI EwbbDUT wU
from the big house, Ivydene ¢ more furniture than a OUz Ew
think possible given the size of the flat, but also posters
and programmes and old letters - all sorts of things.
Among them were her three autograph albums
two small ones and a large black one.
The two small albums were given to her as Christmas
presents in 1924 and 1926.



/D%Ot N e o s + e, ﬁ@w

i gl
eNhanbra Lodn, VW 2272,

s A i
[_‘_}g, o —“ .
These photographs of Lewis and Winifred Davenport are from the large black aloum + Ul | az Ul w

publicity photographs for the stage act. Lewis had them made into postcards, as performers often
did, and the postcards are pasted ontothe first two pages of the album.
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&UUwbPEUwWG6 a @ inBpulELeré Gd wiada lad of 13 ard Wyn was 11. | like to think of the
two of them racing round the theatres they visited, badgering the performers for their aut ographs

$07T OUT T w(thatOnusdliyUheyuwere very polite, because you had to be in those days.



This autograph is on the third page of the IEUT 1 WEOEUOOwWUT T wxET T wEl Ul Uwé

appeared in the same show as Lewis Davenportat Birmingham Empire in February 1927.1 think
he must have been tickled by the glamorous photographs UBDT Ol Ew? # EE2 wEOEwW?, U0 (
wr ote:
With very sincere wishes to Mum & Dad's "Boy and Girl".

At Birmingham Empire ' EUU a w&EEAXPE UWEDOOI EWEVU&aE ODBUPET wk @Ot ¢
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two magicians on a music hall bill + UQw +1 PPUw # EY 1 OuslalyUbe woikhg Wit z U



This is for the Palace, Bradford, week beginning 1
June 1925. It says at the top:
SPLENDID VARIETY COMPANY.

By the 1920s,t I wUl UOUwW? OUUPEwWI EOO~>
were used interchangeably. People might talk about
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when they got there was variety ¢ nothing like the
original music halls of the mid -Victorian period.
And a 2 OUUPEwW T EOO?2 w Ol wUT 1 whNI Y
theatre, with tip -up seats and a fully equipped stage
t again, nothing lik e the mid-Victorian music halls .

Does anybody remember a television programme
called The Good Old DayaWith Leonard Sachs as the
music hall chairman? [Ran from 1953 t01983]

Well, the music halls of the 1920sb1 Ul Oz Ow OB (
that. Music hall chairmen went out of fashion
around 1900, and variety shows of the 1920sE PE Oz U w
even have a compere.

Looking at the details of the Bradford show,
Lewis Davenport was joint top of the bill . Bear in
mind that music halls varied enormously in status.
In the 1920s Lewis Davenport appeared at some of
the number one halls, but he never topped the bill
there. As a general rule of thumb, if he did top the
bill ¢ as at the Palace, Bradfordt DU wWPEUOz OwOOI u
besthallsd w! U0wUT EVWEOI UOz UwOlOil EQw
a good act

The other joint top was a comedian named Scotch
Kelly. He was billed as:

The miniature comedy comet.

Gus and Wyn asked him to sign their alboum and he
wrote:
Life is short/So is bliss/So am I/And so is this.
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There were seven actsin the show. Two or three of
them were classed as speciality acts: Lewis Davenport,
the Benedetti Brothers, and possibly Rose and Bud.
Dorothy Colston was a singer, and the other acts were
comedians of various kinds.

In music hall and variety circles, the term
2Ux]I EPEOPUAWEEU? ubOEOUEI EWEOO
jugglers, ventriloquists, acrobats, and so on¢ broadly,
any act with a special skill. There might be several
speciality acts on a variety bill ¢+ but with that range o f
specialities to choose from, no music hall would book
two magicians for the same week.

Lewis Davenport had many friends who were
speciality actsd w( z OwUUUT wi T wUI Ux1 EVI E
they respected his. But the music hall world was tough
on specidityacts  UT 1 awEDEOz Uwl 1 OwOT T wx
financial rewards that their skill deserved.

The Benedetti Brothers are interesting. They were
billed as:
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introducing thei r own original one -violin duet.

Six weeks after their Bradford date they were at the
Palace, Blackburnand Lewis Davenport happened to
be on the bill with them . Gus and Wyn asked the
Benedettis for their EUUOT UExT wEOE wi 1 Ul wbU
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Variety was international and in principal performers could get work overseas, especially if
they had a silentactt POwWOUT I UwPOUEUOWEPEOz UwUUIl wxEUUI UBw+1 b}
did take bookings on the Continent ¢ though not as many as you might expect, given the amount
of time he spent in Germany on business. He took his act to South Africa and South America as
well, but only for one season each.
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One place where Lewis did work with other magicians
PEUw, EUOTheGardih ohtdan ¢ 2 Uw &1 sCHAll. 1 z
He appeared there many times and at the end of his
career he claimed over 3,000 performances under the
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When Wyn Davenport was given her first a utograph
through a major change of management. J N Maskelyne,
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son, Nevil Maskelyne, had just died unexpectedly and
- 1 Y Hdbdrzsonst the third gen eration - were struggling
to keep their theatre in business.
One thing they had in their favour was a pool of
experienced, reliable performers, some of whom are in
Wynz @utograph albums. The other thing that helped
was that the youngest of the brothers was Jasper
Maskelyne. He was a born entertainer and showman, a
worthy successor to the great J N Maskelyne.

Gus and Wyn must have been rather pleased when they got

) EUx]1 Uw, EUOI O0a @10z WuwBHOWOT Yirbghudiu
He just signed his name with out giving the date or the name of |
the theatre. TI 1 Ul z Uw OO w, »ithé & Git OE €0 w E O]
matter becausewe have plenty of photographs of Jasperin the

Davenport Collection .

3T PUwWOOIT 7z Uw Qasperd way @ty gddd lbaking by the
standards of the time. To add to his appeal, he dressed like a
fashion plate.



