
Gus Davenport - the man and the magician 1912 - 1973 
by his son John Davenport  

 

EARLY DAYS 

Growing up as part of Lewis Davenport’s family 

made it inevitable that Gus would join the magic 

business and embrace magic. He had unlimited 

opportunity to practice and demonstrate in the 

shop. His horizons were broadened as a teenager 

when Lewis and Wynne had a variety tour around 

South Africa in 1926 and then South America in 

1927. Not many 15 year British lads had the chance 

to visit a gold mine in South Africa. 

 

STAGE PERFORMING 

By the age of 20 he was performing in magic shows 

for magicians, gaining a name for originality, sight 

gags and lots of laughs. Gus was also working hard on 

performing more conventional stage magic. It was 

such an act that won him first prize in the 

competition at the 1937 Jubilee Congress of the 

German Magic Circle in Berlin. While in the navy 

during the war, Gus did a huge number of shows, 

gaining ever more experience. 

 

Gus was also 

known for his 

presentation of 

George 

Sylvestre’s 

sunshade act. 

Here he is on the 

left performing 

with his sister 

Wyn at the 1951 

Magic Circle 

Scala show. 

  

At the gold mine. Gus front left, popular 

comedian Billy Bennett far right. 
IBM British Ring Annual Dinner 1935 

“In the words of Bill Tree, the Magical 

Grock, Gus, had gone to an enormous 

amount of trouble to give us an 

original act, and jolly good it was too.”  

 

It was recorded that Gus had an 

exuberant sense of humour and fun 

which made him immensely popular.  
Gus in Berlin, 1937. Above: conveying fraternal 

greetings from all magicians in the UK. Below: twirling 

a cane in his winning act.  (Stills from a German film.) 



CLOSE-UP MAGIC AND STUNTS 

Gus is best remembered for his close-up magic and small stunts. Everyone agrees that his 

misdirection was first class, helped by his easy going personality and making use of his pipe to 

distract attention. 
 

 

Knowledgeable magician Pat Page said that Gus was the only person he knew who could spin two 

coins around at once, in opposite directions, in a hat or bowl. 

 

Magician Bernard Maeder shared his views on Gus: Gus was one of the finest close-up workers in 

the world. If I could sum up what I considered his greatest asset, I would say without hesitation 

timing. 

 

In 1970 Gus met up with Jay Marshall, Pete Biro, Al Flosso and Stanley Palm. Gus was persuaded to 

do a session. Jay Marshall, after the session had been underway just a few minutes, said “Once in 

awhile you see someone do a trick you have not ever seen done before. We’ve just seen 6 tricks - in 

6 minutes - that not one of us has ever seen .  .  .  .  someone had better take notes!” 
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GUS THE CREATOR 

Gus was not at the forefront of inventing tricks but he did come up with ideas, some of which were 

sold by Davenports or published. I saw his creativity first hand when Dad helped me put together 

two shows for The Magic Circle when I was in the Pentacle Club. His view was that it was difficult to 

entertain the Circle audience with standard magic, so why not do something different and offbeat. 

He had some brilliant ideas, many of which we incorporated into the acts. I gave Dad credit at the 

time, and still do so whenever there is an opportunity, although by now I’ve forgotten who came up 

with which ideas! 

Gus Davenport with the 

three shell game at a 

televised transmission from 

The Magic Circle in 1951. 



AFTER TAKING OVER GOLDSTONS 

 

Following Will Goldston’s death in 1948, Davenports took over his business and made it their 

wholesale arm, run by Gus. Come the late 1950s, early 1960s, the Goldston business was not what it 

used to be, and Gus became a partner with Maureen Robin supplying Robin’s magic sets, tricks, 

novelties and advertising giveaways. The large orders were the giveaways for cereal packets - see 

the back page. In later years he continued to make and supply various tricks and novelties. 

 

GUS THE MAN 

 

Large, amiable, kind, a gentleman, generous, fun to be with are some of the ways that people 

describe Gus. Magician Paula Baird was very fond of Gus and Robert Harbin. She described Gus as 

just like a teddy bear and much too kind to be a good businessman.  

     Like his brother George, Gus had a wicked sense of humour, and was not averse to playing 

practical jokes. Bernard Maeder remembers one occasion when a customer had his dog on top of 

the counter. Gus had, a couple of times, politely asked the man to make the dog get down on the 

floor, but without success. The man also had his hat on the counter, which he picked up from time to 

time as if he were going. However, when someone started to show something, the man would 

replace the hat, and watch. During one of these intervals Gus slipped an imitation dog’s mess under 

the hat. When the man found it, he had the 

dog off the counter, made quick apologies, 

and hastily left the shop.  

     Gus was very clever at designing and 

making things. One of his joys was working 

on a model railway, a task we both enjoyed. 

We got bored just watching the trains go 

around, so we would keep adding bits, for 

example adding a funicular to what was once 

just a cliff face. We still have a cine film of 

the layout - shot by magician Harry Baron. 

  

Gus and son John at a boating lake. More fun than the Russian 

convoys when Gus was in the Royal Navy during the war. 



 

 

PREMIUM LINES - late 1950s to 1960s 

Here are some examples of orders that Gus won for cereal giveaways. The orders were lucrative but 

difficult to win. The family fortunes went through feast and famine. 
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