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WHY COLLECT MAGICIANS PROGRAMMES?

I had never read or heard anything about the history of programmes, so I had to start
my research from scratch.

What is a programme? In the magic world it is a list of performers at a show, or if
there is only one performer a list of the tricks that will be performed.

I could not find any very early programmes. I believe that is because, as magicians
were itinerant performers often performing outdoors, or performing at private
functions, they did not need a programme. The majority of the public were illiterate.
Only upper class people could read, and they were not the sort who would attend a
magic show.

Let’s look at the development of the programme in Britain.
When magicians started booking indoor venues, they needed to advertise. They used

a small handbill which could be pinned up outside the venue and which could double
up as a programme inside the venue.

~__Assembly Rooms, Cheltenham.
SIGNOR BLITZ,
, o b
THE CELEBRATED PHILADELPHI
i1 PROFESS0R OF MECHANISM AND METAMORPHIST,

Desirous of gratifying the Nobility and Gentry of Cheltenham, and its Vicinity, has
the honour to annoutice his intention of giving

A P er fOl'm an ce, Blitz in 1833 used this list of tricks. It is

AT THE ABOVE ROOMS,

On Wednesday September 4th, 1833,  on a sheet of paper approximately 8
AT TWO o’CLOCK PRECISELY, : s
And in the Evening at Half-pu: Eight, and the two following days at the same lnChes X ]' ]‘ 1nCheS‘ The Sheet was also
o Hours, (elx‘fe]:ling_ TPur?day Night,_‘being.Ball Night,) . . .
i S L sy, distributed in the street. These sheets are
Gentry and Inbabitants of this town and neighbourhood,

Amok:gsl'l:“mesn{o ﬁ?:;m;;iuls forwarded to Signor Blitz, the fullowing have been known in England as handbi].ls. In

the most Noble the Marquis of Stafford, aud Sir Roger

Gresley, Bart. .
SEUe R N America they are called flyers. They
ta the party who has witnessed here liis superior dexterity and surprisiug ingenuity  this

evening. is talent was agreed to exceed any similar instance recollected by those : 1
rese STARToib: were printed one side only.
_ *“Trentham, Sept, 3, 1830,
“ Signor Brirz s the most accomliulislled Professor of the Art of Magic that I ever saw

in Eagiand or on the Continent ; and I recommend Lim very strong! to all its pa o]
“Litchfield, May 22, 1830, 5 ROGER GRESIEY,

TS WILL COMMENCE WITH

Thaumaturgics,

I'm sorry that some of the text is very
small on the programmes, but for the

And many other Performances too numerous to insert. . oy e
" In the course of the Entertainmeot sig?orfuu“m commaid an Artile to 1y at tho rate of purpose Of th]S talk lt 1S nOt l’lecessary to
Five Hundred Miles in a Minute ! !! .
The Signor will also performwith Three Hands, be able to read it.

1u a manuer neverbefore attempted by any Persun.
A Bushel of Rice will change its position from one place to another, at the command
of any Person in Compauy.
A Magnetic Die, of One Ench and a HWalf in Length,
will be changed into a Diving Bell.
During the Performanics the Signor will i I d Half which will answer any
Question pat to them, aud Dance at the word of cowmand,with many other Ilusious ever before attempted.
THE WHOLE T0 CONCLUDE WiTH THE DANCING OF

FIVE DINNER PLATES,

Formiog Waltzes, Quadrilles, Reels aud Country Dauces, which have beea admired as posseasing singalar merit.
| Tickets, 2. 64.—Chitdeen, Ls. 6d, 10 be had at the Assembly Rooms.
Doors ta be opened for the Morning Performance at Half past One; and in the Evening at Eight.
3~ L8I30NS OIFEN 0N AFPLICATION To Staxom Brizz, 4r rae Rooars.

ks JuJ: Halew, Brinter, Joarual Office Chichahasy, |




The programmes gradually became longer. Some
included a picture so that the illiterate public knew
what type of show it was.

Bills continued to get longer and longer. This one from 1829 has Mr Usher, a clown,
linking together eight brass rings. This is an early performance of this trick.
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These bills were very unwieldy. So they started printing them on flimsy paper in two
parts, side by side. These could be printed cheaply in one go. They were still blank on
the back, but were folded with the blank sides facing inward. So you could read one

side and then turn it over and read the other side.
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ASSEMBLY ROOM m GLODE HOTEL.

PART FIRST,
PHENIXSISTOGRAPHY
PRACTICALLY TLLUSTRATED.

™HE n@mcu
THE SOVERBIGN TRICK,

Introducing & Magic Pepper Box, and the
TETIT T WOIDLITR.

o Four Splendid Tricks on a mew Pack of Cards.

THE MODEL MILL,
And the Humours of the Little Comical Miller.

TIME FLYING, OR THE MAGIC TARGET.
- MYSTIC FRUIT—CUTTING AND MENDING,

The Evenings of Wednesday and Thursiay, the At ant
i s it AP o Ddinaliiod

Mr. BARNARDO EAGLE B bas great pleasure in aunounciag
'WONDERFUL & SCIENTIFIC FEATS
NATURAL MAGIC,

| Which have attracted ewwddhunutbawmduvmm
l“hﬂﬁch‘“ﬁ 5000
witoessed the P ubr‘::nec 5.'. Lo

‘ om THE mmm.
A 'K‘EE BOTTLE OF. DIABOLOUS,
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This programme for Mr
Barnardo Eagle, from
1843, is printed on heavy
quality paper, the size of
a small modern
programme.
Nevertheless, it is still
only printed on one side.

From here it’s a small
step to the programme
as we know it. Around
this time, they were
usually given away at
the performance.



MASKELYNE’'S PROGRAMMES

Let’s have a quick look at Maskelyne programmes during their 60 year stay in
London. These show how programmes developed further. Much the same
developments occurred in programmes for other theatres.

Maskelyne came to the Egyptian Hall in 1873. This
programme, which is two years later, has

~ embossed edges. This was the fashion at that time.
- All programmes were now printed on both sides

- so had a cover. Embossed on it is the word Rimimel.
~ They were a perfume manufacturer in the Strand

~ in London. They supplied perfumed paper on
which the programmes were printed. This
continued in some theatres until the 1920s.
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In 1876 the programme was free. It was clearly
marked that the attendants are instructed to give
a programme to every person who may require one.




This programme has an attractive cover and is also
attractive internally, where it shows that
Maskelyne and Cooke are now doing a longer
performance.

This 1878 programme shows a change of front cover with the price two pence on it. At
the foot of the back cover is the printer’s name, the date printed, 14.10 78, and 1,225
which is the number of copies printed. They sometimes printed 2,000. It makes you
wonder why they are they so scarce!



Here’s one from 1881, where the price is now 3 pence. It’s printed in colour with
internal illustrations. On the left can be seen Zoe, an automaton which could draw. On
the back cover there is a list of 70 subjects which she drew and which were on sale for
1/- (5p) each.



The owner has written Grammie and Pappie on the black printed cover of this
programme. Presumably that's who took them to the performance. The programme is
free again and it states that Attendants are forbidden to accept any gratuities. The
management begs the Public not to tempt the Attendants to infringe this rule. At the bottom
of one page it says: Private Parties. Prof. Era the popular drawing room magician now in
London can be engaged through Mr Morton (Maskelyne’s manager). Prof. Era was a little
known performer so I wonder why Morton was promoting him.

A year later the price was 2d. and Prof. Era was still being promoted.



In 1890 we see a larger
format and colourful
printing on cover.
Bertram was appearing
and will “also explain one
or two conjuring tricks for
the benefit of the boys'.



Come 1893 there had been a
slight change in the cover
design. Morritt was
performing 3 spots: thought
transmission, shadow
pictures and sleight of hand.
Today we think of him
performing and inventing
illusions.

The back cover carried an
advertisement for two of
Maskelyne’s inventions. It shows a
Mechanical Cashier which printed a
receipt and kept a record of all sales,
as on modern machines. His
typewriter had differential spacing,
which meant that the width of an ‘i’
was less than the width of a “w’ or an
“m’, so that the typed text looked
like printed text. The typewriter had
no ink ribbon. It cost 20 guineas or 19
guineas for cash. It was very clever
but very expensive.



By 1898 there had been a variation in cover design. The first half of the show was
David Devant plus the newly invented animated photographs, or films as they are
now known. The second half featured one of Maskelyne’s magical sketches.



By 1900 the price of a programme had come down to 1 penny and a smaller format
was used. Advertisements started appearing.
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By 1902 the format had changed to the largest format of all, 11%2 inches x 9 inches, and
the price increased to two pence again.
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THE ENTRANCED FAKIR.

An Original Magical Romance with a Moral,

WRITTEN AND INVENTED BY

M. J. N. MASKELYNE.

CHARACTERS.

DAN'L DAW (an old Showman)
Mr. J. N. MASKELYNE.

STUMPY (his Factotum ... Mr. T. TEAGUE.
BLISS (A Bum Bailiff)
\ SIR JAMES FRANKLIN ...
. LORD OF THE MANOR and
FRASER (his Solicitor and Estate Agent)
Mr. E. MOREHEN.
DICK NICHOLLS (alias Dr. Nicolini, a former
member of Daw’s Company)...Mr. E. S. ELTCN.
SAM MUGRIDGE (a/ias Dryanard Boo Sing,
the Entranced Fakir) ... Mr. G. A. COOKE.
CHIN CHIN CHEW (a Chinese Juggler)
HERR VALADON.
MARGERY DAW
Miss CASSIE BRUCE.

}Mr. J. B. HANSARD.

Scene :—
The Stage of a Travelling Show.

Period :—
The Present.

TIn arranging this Sketch Mr. MaskeLy~E has had a two-fold object in view. (1) The exposure of certain hypnotic frauds ; (2) the

ion of an i ing an ing setting for the introduction of cn:{sterws. z " e

The levitation of * Tir ExrrANcED FAKIR ” is admitted by magical experts to be the most inexplicable mystery ever exhibited.
Persons with the hods of causing human beings to apparently float in space, are nnable to find the

slightest clue to this scientific problem. Large sums have been offered for the secret, but Mr. MaskeLyN® refuses to sell it. The

invention is destined to prove a greater puzzle than the famous Box Trick, which has remained unsolved for 40 years, notwithstanding

the fact that £1,000 Reward is offered for the discovery of the secret.

Herr Valadon can m:tis}’;i:::mi:‘g:g;m::s ;éy:z:: m will not interfere with J

%2 For Pasticulars apply to the Entertainment Bureau, Egyptian Hall. @ :

This show featured a magical play written by JN Maskelyne, titled The Entranced Fakir.
There were photographs of the cast, but due to their makeup it is very difficult to

recognise any of the performers. At the foot of the page it says:

In arranging this Sketch Mr. Maskelyne has had a two-fold object in view.

(1) The exposure of certain hypnotic frauds;

(2) The invention of an interesting and amusing setting for the introduction of mysteries.
The levitation of “The Entranced Fakir” is admitted by magical experts to be the most inexplicable mystery ever
exhibited.
Persons conversant with the numerous methods of causing human beings to apparently float in space are
unable to find the slightest clue to this scientific problem. Large sums have been offered for the secret, but Mr.
Maskelyne refuses to sell it. The invention is destined to prove a greater puzzle than the famous Box Trick,
which has remained unsolved for 40 years, notwithstanding the fact that £1,000 Reward is offered for the
discovery of the secret.

In 1904 they moved from the Egyptian Hall as it was going to be demolished. This was
due to it being condemned by the Council as a dangerous structure.



The Maskelynes moved to St George’s Hall in Upper Regent St, opposite to where the
BBC is now.

At St George’s Hall, when David Devant became a partner, they used a 3-fold
programme which was the fashion at the time. Some had blue covers. They sold for
2d. This format gave lots of space for 22 advertisements, so providing a useful income.
The Magic Circle and Ornum’s, the magic dealer, advertised in the programme.

Later ones, such as this one from 1910, had interesting photographs of the acts.

RGANISE QUR MAN OWER! me;gggwﬁgé RS }Em“f‘___:

T

e




Tea and Coffee . .. . 3d. percup

Allinson Whole Meal Brcad dnd Buttcr oo 2 2d - eweia

Milk it .. 2d. per glass

Fry s, Epps’s, Cid a, & Vlnm\\dttt:e Chow]m(,s from 1d.to I/—per box

MYS TERIES S Dascall’s Butter Seotch dnd&;:;gc;:. .. 3d. and 6d. perpackage
STGEORGE’'S HALL | periase." | per g
LANGHAM PLACE el St. Gcorge's Special . . 4.dA Buchanan (B]ack & White) 6d.
s John Brown's Special . . 4d. | John Jameson's *%% . 6d.

@ittt e ﬁ.d_ Port and Sherry. .=, 6d.

Bass, Guiness's and  per bott. Bl per bott.

Worthington's . . . 4d. Ginger Ale . . . . 3d.

fasecbieer = - 0 4d | Lemonade . . . . 3d.

Ginger Beer. . . . BdRI=Soda s = .
Cigars . 4d. and 6d. cach | Savory Cigarettes . 1d. each

In 1911 they changed to a small magazine
format of 12 pages, printing 2000 copies. The
price was still 2d. There were many
advertisements and photographs of

4 Al RN N performers. Refreshments were available.
e 5 ane 8 53§ EIEEDY Tea 3d, whisky 4d. Only one penny

£ AT 3 aND 8 m;
R FROGRAMNE e difference!

2000—17/9/11

During the first world war the programme ENGLAND'S HOME 31
was printed on brown paper and gradually pmmTo“i&" MyYsT ER -
reduced to 8 pages. Here’s an example. _MASKELYNES 11D

_PERPORMANCES mu.v
Z& AT 5 anD 8 E3

£ PROGRAMME 7228,




Du-slohe

When the war was over there was an increase in size and a nice colour cover as in this

1919 programme. Inside it, no members of the Maskelyne family were listed on the
bill.

This format continued for a few years and here Clive Maskelyne is performing with
William Marriott, later known as Dr Wilmar, in a spirit expose. The person who
attended kindly left their ticket in the programme. Their front row seat cost 5/9d,
about 30p in decimal money.




1923 saw a new cover, the
price 3d. The programme
sellers would gather up
programmes left behind and
resell them at the next
performance, keeping the
money for themselves. To
overcome this, a security seal
was fixed to the edge of
programme and, once broken,
it stopped them being resold.

PROGRAMME

PERFORMANCES DAILY AT 3ANDS.

By 1926 the price had increased to
6d. Clive Maskelyne had retired
to do a tour of India and the Far
East and he died at sea on the |
outward journey. Jasper
Maskelyne was now performing.

S7. CEORGE’S HALL, LANGHAM PLACE, W./.
BOX OFFICE OPEN 10-10, TEL.1545 LANGHAM,
PROPRIETORS & LESSEES: MASKELYNE'S L™




THE MAGAZINE PROGRAMME

PROGRAMME

. -PERFORMANCES DAILY AT 3ANDS.

MASKELYNES

: with a brown cover. It was called a
QM\{ STE B‘LES : magazine programme, with 24 pages.

1927 saw a change to smaller format

The price was now down to 3d. The
programme contained many
advertisements, including one for
Goldston the magic dealer and articles
on such subjects as theatre gossip,
society gossip, British cities, jokes, ladies
page and many personal adverts for
dancing classes, fortune tellers and even
a salon where they could slim your
ankles.

MASKELYNESTHEATRE , LANCHAM PLACE W/,
BOX OFEICE OPEN 10-10. TEL.1545 LANGHAM.
PROPRIETORS&LESSGGSZ‘MASKELYNES (£

PROGRAMME

PERFORMANCES DAILY AT 3ANDS.

This 1932 programme shows a change to a
blue cover and an increase in price to 6d.
This style of programme contained more
photographs of the performers.

T—
MASKELYNESTHEATRE , LANGHAM PLACEW..

BOX OFFICE OPEN 10-]0. TEL.1545 LANGHAM.
PROPRIETORS &LESSEES: MASKELYNES LYP -




o _‘ Then there was a change to a red

PROGRAMME cover. The show was now produced
by Oswald Williams.

M ASKE LM 55 | When Oswald Williams booked

1SR

Ned Williams to perform, he

| ES - insisted that Ned changed his name
' to avoid confusion. Ned chose the

name Robert Harbin and is here

escaping from a strait jacket while

suspended upside down from the

roof. This is not what we generally

expect from Harbin.

28

i
ne’s Mysteries

-- NOEL MASKELYNE

PROGRAMME

PART ONE
“Maskelyne’s Jubilee March” ... Rita Desmond

ALD WILLIAMS

show you some real conjuring tricks, concluding
with his famous “BOX OF TRICKS™ in which he will
lemonstrate some of his earliest efforts in magic to

MARY MASKELYNE

JOUGHT _TRANSFERENCE
NOEL and MARY MASKELYNE
resent
“TELESCRIPT"

,:u described by the press as “'The nearest thing to a miracle
- ever seen”

i BOX OFFICE OPEN 10 till 10

JS HUMOUR
TERNDALE BENNETT and
FRED GREGORY

in original songs and nonsense

POLOGY”
ROBERT HARBIN

i i of fetter, and will escape from a
r'cgl.lI.ﬂl‘m‘-|~ dteigl eg:tg{ghi‘?adkﬁ,v)hilst suspended head down-
wards from the roof of the theatre

INTERVAL

SELECT]ON )
- A dual piano version a popular item by
n‘Xa PESI::IOND and ELAINE DESMOND

- STERNDALE BENNET"
FRED GREGORY

in original songs and nonsense

25

\POLOGY”
ROBERT HARBIN

vill defy every form of fetter, and will escape from a
regulation Straight Jacket whilst suspended head down-
wards from the roof of the theatre

vINTER;VAL
 SELECTION
A dual piano version of a popular item by
ITA DESMOND and ELAINE DESMOND

Dec. 25
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THE MAG-AZINF_I PROGRAMME

|
MASKELYNES
MYSTERIES

v |
| Diamond Jubilce

', 1873-1933
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i
Maskelyne's Theatre Box Office Open 10-10
Langham Place, W.I Tel.: 1545 Langham

In March 1933 they produced a special Diamond Jubilee show to celebrate their 60
years in London. 1933 was not an easy year. They tried reducing the number of
performances but the end of their continuous run was in sight. Their last show at St
George's Hall was on October 14th 1933.

There are several other variations in Maskelyne programme covers, but I have tried to
show the general trend in style of programmes over the sixty years from 1873 until
1933. These types of changes were similar in all theatres. I have no idea why the
Maskelynes were always changing the price of their programmes.



WHAT OTHER PROGRAMME FORMATS WERE USED?

We have already seen an example of
an embossed programme. Here is
another example.

ke ;ﬂﬂjﬁ .

Sometimes there were novel shapes such as this heart shaped one from the 1890s.



Unusual shaped and novelty
programmes are still used for such
functions as dinners. This lovely
one was made by Alan and
Barbara Astra for their recent IBM
British Ring President’s Dinner.

When the 3-fold
format was
introduced, it gave
the opportunity for R 2 o
some beautiful ‘ 21 490\ % i ! o o
coloured covers such , : | ' 3@ N
as that at The London Ev . = g ?— CAS
| b3 Ghe London

Pavilion

Pavilion.

PICCADILLY. W.




Or The Palace:

Dt

and also at The Oxford. It always adds
interest if there is a picture of the theatre on
the cover.

I G s
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These four page programmes competed with their own pretty covers:

The Palace again.

AR Gl

The Victoria Palace.

And the Grand Theatre, Hanley.

Tus GRAND THEATRE (HANLEY) LTO.

BeopReors H. J. Craxe

Manager

" price TWOPENCE.

KEATES LTD. PRINTERS.
PARKER STREET. HANLEY



Some early programmes must have been a nightmare for the typesetter. Prof. Cardon
used 36 different type faces on the front and back cover, which would of course have
been printed at the same time.

l’rogramme of To-nght’s Entertamment Prme
r)\m”_ ‘.‘bg_ 3

4 BRITANNIA

MUSIC : ALL
(Proprietor and Manager,} . 115 TRONG {TE, BT, ROSSEOROUGH
'Ihe Pre-Eminently Popular Place of Amusement in Glasgow.
'GRAND NEW SELEGTION FROM

fhrr, A TRV (T HLLENE "_Baxp
Musical Director, . . cesvesssss eeses. Mr WILLIAM SIM

Charagteristic Comic Song, by ‘?-Mr HARRY TURNER
Charactenstlc Comic Duet and Dance, by THE

. SISTERS PAULINA

Negro Entertainment and Dance, by

FIVET B CIONET O T , DILLONS
Ch‘aractenstlc Song and Dance, by

WISS LAZZIE WEBD

'SOIREE DE MAGIQUE,
" By the COMICAL CONJUROR

% & OX: CR&

SenmComc Song,by . o - T
MESS B&ﬁmﬁ@@iﬁ

Ethiopian Peculiarities, by

i BMLizggK PENNY
ANNIE ANDER

The GREAT & ORIGINAL SERIO-COMIC STAR .‘

WILL APPEAR ABOUT 9 O’CLOCK.
Characteristic Comic Entertainment and Dance, by

Mr & Mrs Jas. MILES |,

Champlon Pedestal Dance, by

MR M DONALD

Grotesque Negro Entertainment and Walk-R011nd by

YEE IDILLONS
Charaetemstw Comw Song and Dance, ...... Biiss L. WARD
Amerlcan Song and Dance, by / j
; - 10} &1 BLAGK PENNY
Serio-Comic Song by... XA XSS B@RRINGTGN
Charactemtlc Comic Song, by... MR H. TURKER
FINALE... vess £ God Save the Queen,”...., ............. BAND

This P ngramme s subject to Alterations or Additions by
T MR 4 ALEX M GOWN Stage Manager P

-m ﬁ% f‘%\f

vw‘*

TR 'epos ® gpﬁoma&fﬁn#ﬁ baqé&détéb‘ ifi;nyo._tg

PR T‘CE 1&, with New and Pc;pula.r 86ﬁés of the j)ay, tobe had from the‘WaEters

‘ Ffoéi‘&mmes of the Entertainméﬁt

o l o i PR vl“'::u[ v



When I attended the David Copperfield show in London there were programme
sellers in the theatre selling them at something like £15. I heard a man asking for his
money back. The seller was shouting out “Programmes”. He bought one and found
that it did not tell him what was going to be performed, but was purely a glossy
photographic publicity book for Copperfield. I agree it was not a programme.

WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT THE PERFORMERS FROM THE
PROGRAMMES?

Here are a few examples.

Sometimes the only thing known about a performer is their name on a programme.
For example, at the Holborn Empire in 1900 there appeared Mdlle De Dio and
P. H. Boggis performing the illusion 'She'.

18 MDLLE. DE DIO AND
P. H. BOGGIS,

In their latest Creation ‘“SHE,” in the Fire of Life
adapted from Rider Haggard’'s Popular Novel,
Showing the gradual transition of Youth and Beauty
to a heap of Charred Remains.
and
““In Search of Faith” or, ‘“The Sign of the Cross.”
““A triumph of Electrical Magnificence Serpsichorean Art,

Vide Press,
14 LIEY LANGTRY

The Favorite Comedienne, \

18 Signor and Madame BORELLI

In a Musical Absurdity entitled
The Aunt The Neice and The Professor.

A B o e e

Freaks on Parade In more modern times there is the little

6 CARL RAMON presents DENISE | known Carl Ramon and Denise, The
The Girl with the Miracle Mind Girl with the Miracle Mind. A name
7 INTERVAL ... The Palace Players || thatyoumay not be familiar with. He
is probably better known to you as
Visit our Bars for Refreshments at Popular Prizes Paul Raymond, the porn kmg who
Chocolates and Ices on Sale from the Attendants .
owned the Raymond Revuebar in
heatre First Aid facilities are provided volunta.rily by East Ham Division of St. John's .
SR tgey Soho and ended up owning a large

e part of Soho. He was taught a
telepathy act by James Crossini who
booked this show and was top of the bill. I am sure that Raymond earned more money
from porn than he did from his mindreading act.




A programme can tell when performers change their name. In 1947 this is Benson
Du-Lay. With a hyphen.

6 BENSON DU-LAY The Screamlined Magician
: Assisted by some Local Lads

B 7 MANLEY & AUSTIN ... « Gentle and Kind "

e INTERMISSION
“The Merrymakers” .. .. Coates

. The Empire Orchestra under the direction of
GEORGE STEELE l

B
;%5 :

;% = PROGRAMME CONTINUED OVERLEAF
s e = # »

By 1953 he was Benson Dulay
without the hyphen. 3. BENSON DULAY & COMPANY

Fun and Magic

4. MALCOLM MITCHELL TRIO
Vocal and Instrumental Group

First Time Here

ar ~CHRIS-CROSS Ventriloquist

5. FOUR HURRICANES Adagio Team

This act, unknown at the time, was making his first appearance in Europe. It was
Chung Ling Soo in 1900. The times that performers will appear are shown. Chung
Ling Soo was doing a 15 minute act.

. T 8.50

Country."—G. W. Byng. 9.0

xpm on Lord Dundonald’s

ing the Selection, are th

d by our forces at therfmn:
: v

9.10

ese Magician 9.20



And here, the year before, is the first appearance in England of the unknown Nelson
Downs. This all provides useful information for researchers. He had a 20 minute act.

Sometimes there are portraits of little
known performers such as Duprez in
the 1890s.

WFI :
AIZH&MBRA THEATRE

General mcr

e

©. DUNDAS SLATER.

Mr. HARRY

HOUDINI

Fi
The World’'s Greatest Mystifier 2 éﬁ
AND

. KING OF HANDCUFFS.

Also nice portraits of well-known
performers like Houdini when he first
came to England.



At the Windmill Theatre they actually asked the audience what they thought of each
turn. Deveen was appearing on this show but unfortunately this member of the
audience did not give their opinion of his act.

In this programme Fred Brezin got a 'Good' from an unknown critic who scribbled
on his programme at the Coliseum.

M‘H.Y DANVERS
Gbmedlan -




Similarly, Arthur Dowler had a 'Very Good' at Golders Green.

9. ARTHUR DOWLER ... ... The Wizard of Cod

Vert Good

|07'ME;4QVL ™~ Brightest Band Entertainment o A
friva

5 rhgiHan. BILLY COTTON g1, fiuge
Bt~ AND HIS BAND/AL P

5 broa - Mgw
7
SMOKING PERMITTED IN THE AUDITORIUM

FULLY LICENSED BARS IN ALL PARTS OF THE THECL‘QE. ;!

RBIDDEN. .

NOTICE.—PHOTOGRAPHING IN THIS THEATRE IS F

The Management reserve themselves the right to make any change, vary or omit any part o
' the Prasramme without brevious notice. % o

A non-magical comment on this programme says The first jazz band I ever heard, I have
often wished that it had been the only. Obviously not a fan.

These comments spoil the programme, but personally I think they add to the
interest.



Programmes sometimes tell of performers” other talents.

Mr. LAWRENCE JACKSON.

7 Humorous Song .#. " Keep your weather eye on me ™
Mr. CLAUDE CH/\NDU‘,R.
8 Humorous Concerted ... ** Times have changed ° Barber-ar
- THE COMPANY.
INTERV AL.
PART 2.
9 A Bally Trno .. " A Rush on Russia '’
Miss LIND and Messrs. CHANDLER and COLL
10  Song %] heatd you go by
. Miss WINIFRED FISHER
11 Humorous Song ... " The Jockey ’
Mr. BILLY COLLIER.
12 Song ... ** Can’t Remember ' oxs Ady
: M. ERNEST WARD
12 ey B R 7 o o AR ; LR B S PR R TP W S

Here Claude Chandler is singing a humorous song. He wrote and published several
songs and is reputed to have written the song One Finger One Thumb Keep Moving
when in a Concert party, but it was copied by others before he could copyright it.

4 SNUFFY JACK TRACY & REYMONDE
SETON In a Little Diversion

5 BOROS The International Table Tennis
Champion v. DE COURCY
Compére —SNUFFY JACK TRACY

6 MARGARET WEBB & VITA MITCHELL
Harmony at the “ Mike "’

7 VAMP OF YESTERDAY

Demi-monde ... - o HELEN JAY:
Night Watchman ... JOHN HARDINGE
Serpent ... ... BERANGERE
Salome ... ; ... PAULA LEONARD

THE WHITEHALL GRACES &
BABS NORMAN'’S GIRLS

In addition to performing his act earlier in the show, Howard de Courcy and Boros
are here playing exhibition table tennis.



This short biography of Benson Dulay says that he came up the hard way, from a

fairground boxing tent and boxing is still one of his hobbies.

BENSON DULAY & CO.

‘““The Quickness of the
Hand,”” etc.—All this and very
much more, with lots of comedy,
brightly presented, are the in-
gredients of this great magical
comedy act.

Benson Dulay has come up
the hard way, from fairground
boxing tent, one-night stands, to
his present exalted position in
variety, having performed in most
of the principal theatres in the
kingdom.

His hobbies are boxing and
golfing. Incidentally, he is very
fond of northern cooking,
especially Lancashire hot-pot and
Yorkshire pudding.

On the bill below are The Davenports, but further down the bill Lewis Davenport
also took part in a second spot as Doo and Dare comedy jugglers.

Blind Pianist, .. JOHNNIE BEVERII

The DAVEN PO RTS *VIaglelans & Illusionist

Song (English), ... .. .. “Tell Me, My Heart,”

MUSICAL
MIXTURES, | THE ST. JOX

FRAME \ Female Song, ... **I'm Getting Marri
Song, ‘“She's a Braw, Braw Lass is

Song (Scoteh), ... ... **The March of the Cameror

_Elind Pianist, .. JOHNNIE BEVERII

DOO & DARE Comedy Jugglers,

Song (Scotech), ... “The Lea Rig,”

FDAREE \ Character S‘on;g’, ... ““Donald Dhu, de:



It is always interesting to see the type of venue that an act played. Here Deveen and
his New York Blondes are appearing at the Theatre Royal Worcester in the 1930s.
This was not a No. 1 theatre.

TalEArRE ROWAL

WORCESTER

Lessees ... ... TERENCE BYRON LTD,
Chairman MRS. R. A. S. BYRON-THOMSON
General Manager R. A. S. BYRON-THOMSON

Manager and Licensee ... JACK WOOD

'PHONE : LTD 4193

C—

— —_—

AUSTIN—you can depend on it!

FINSBURY PARK EM

PIRE ‘

|

The Finsbury Park Empire in 1947
is a better booking, but notice that
his name is on a slip of paper that is
glued over the name of a comedian.
So he probably only got the
booking as a last minute
replacement.

2 DANVERS & DOLAINE
In a Medley of Dancing

3 VAN DOCK R S R Cartoonist

4 DEVEEN

The Debonair Deceiver and his New York Blonde

5 LEN & BILL LOWE .. et ‘ High Jinks




By 1968 Deveen was working full time at Butlin’s Holiday Camp in Cliftonville as
Uncle David and Auntie Ivy providing 1 hour’s fun and games for the children.

10.15

11.00
to
12.00

12.00
2.30
4.30
7.30

8.15
8.45

CHURCH SERVICE.

Meet UNCLE DAVID and AUNTIE IVY for Fun and
Games in the Games Room, Norfolk Hotel.

Meet Mum and Dad.
Meet in Norfolk Theatre for stroll to the beach.

QUIZ TIME in the Norfolk Theatre. "

UNCLE DAVID and AUNTIE IVY entertain 1n the
Junior Theatre.

JUNIOR FILM TIME. Junior Theatre.

Hush-a-Bye—See you tomorrow.

Another talent that several magicians have used is to play in pantomime. Here The
Great Levante is playing Abanazar in Aladdin.

N’ W B W B ¥R R ORW O IR R R W L

/ = “, o 7 .
W Phone FOU 6402

Proprictors Stagecraft Ltd,

Manager Dan Campbell

). 25 TWICE BRIGHTLY Phone FOU 5151 8.3 5

ALADDIN, our hero Dorothy Paul
PRINCESS BALROUBADOR, the Emperor’s daughter. Irene Campbell

PEKOE, the Vizier’s son Billy Cameron
ROC, Slave of the Ring Shirley Brown
GENI OF THE LAMP Rae Gordon
EMPEROR OF CHINA Allan Bruce
GRAND VIZIER Bobby Dixon
WIDOW TWANKEY Mamie Dean
NABEM-COPEM, Pekin Policemen Keefe Brothers
PRINCESS’S ATTENDANT SO-SHI Annette
JIMMEE WASHEE JIMMY NEIL
FRANKEE WISHEE BILLY LESLIE
ABANAZAR THE GREAT LEVANTE
Specialities by MAY MOXONS MAGIC MAIDS

BETTY BRANDON BABES,

KEEFE BROTHERS AND ANNE"] 1E



Magicians have always been used as consultants in straight plays and pantomime.
Here in 1868 “the marvellous conjuring tricks” are provided by J. Bland of Oxford
Street.

Dy SIS W e SRS "

AND

E SLEEPING B.

)R, HARLEQUIN HUMPTITT®

The whole of the Gorgeous Scener{ by Mr. ALBERTI CALLCOTT, Mr. BEAM
irtains of Gold Designed by J. BELLAMY, Es% The Music arranged
The Marvellous Coujuring Tricks by Mr, J. BLAND, of the Magical Repositor,

3 Machinery & Magical Cha-ges of the Transformation Scene by Mr.T. LOWK Th
| Appointments by Mr, LLOYD.  The Scientific Illusiens by Mr. LEWIS T
The Ballet and Dances by Mr. CHAPINO. The Wigs by

Btory of the Opening propounded by Mr. W. DORRINGTON. Tl
The Comic Harlequinade by Mr. W. DORRINGTON, Mr. NELSQON LEE, anc

ire Pantomime Arranged and Produced Solely

)STOOL BOG IN THE HAUN

e, . _ma - - ~ AT O MANT ™ AT ANZNTT 1

In the programme below the magic in Act Two of Kismet was arranged by
Maskelyne and Devant.

Scene 1, The Prison of the Palace.
Scene 2. The Hammam of Mansur’s Mansion.

A Street before the Mosque of the Carpenters.
The Scene is laid in the Baghdad of the Arabian Nights.
The Action takes place from Morning till Night.

THE PLAY PRODUCED BY OgCFZ«AR ASCHE.
Music Specially Composed by CHRISTOPHER WILSON.

Costumes designed by PERCY ANDERSON ;
executed by Messrs. B. |. SiMmMoNs and Miss CHAMPION,
Scenery designed and painted by JosePH HARKER.
Roshanara’s dances arranged by Madame TORTOLA VALEKCIA.
The Magic in Act 11 arranged by MASKELYNE & DEVANT.
Wigs by CLARKSON,

[anager o = = = = CARL ]




Another thing that can be learnt from programmes is when a new trick is
introduced. We saw earlier Dr. Wilmar performing at Maskelyne’s. He was also well
known for presented Selbit’s Spirit Paintings, but here he is showing Macford's
Muysterious Clock. A beautiful combination of electricity, mechanism and ingenuity. I have
never heard of it, so that deserves further investigation.

53

4 MACFORD’S
MYSTERIOUS CLOCK

A Beautifu! Combination of
Electricity, Mechanism and Ingenuity

f—

Presented by Dr. Wilmar

==

T A

T

From programmes you can trace the development of an act. When Carmo first came
to England in 1908 he was performing as The Carmos Australia’s Greatest Herculean
and Novelty Jugglers. This programme is for the opening of the New Hippodrome,
Middlesbrough. It is printed on silk which was often used for a special occasion.

MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 1908,

AND DURING THE WEEK.

PROGRAMME.

1. _Arthur Prince - - The King of all Ventriloquists.
2 Cynthna? - R

3. 3 Royal Dreadnoughts - The World’s Greatest Rifle Sl\ots
LILIAN Vl‘ RA and MAJOR CHAR] I"S md thc famuus dng lehdm Tell

4 : Atha.s and Collms - - Londons T:p-top 'l‘eam

5 Jock Whnteford - - - Scotch Comedian

e e AN s P o o A A o % et i 8 e e e e et e e

6. Tally Ho! ’I‘rto =~ in Musical Farce . The Three Buttercups.

7. The Carmos - Australla s greatest Herculem & Novelty Jugglers



By 1917 Carmo claimed to be The most Versatile Artiste on the modern stage and he
included sharp shooting and quick change, in addition to juggling and magic.

| 5 MARESKI—The Crazy Fiddler.

* GREAT CARMO

AUSTRALIA’S WONDER. . The
most Versatile Artiste on the modern

LOOSE stage. Carmo presents an indescribable
\OVERS Spectacular Speciality comprising

! Novelty, Juggling, Phenomen_a‘lr;Sgrength,
RTAINS Burlesque, Sharp Shooting, Quick

q Changes, Sketches, Impersonations,
sl .Musm .Mag.tc,setc Alsg 1}13 Latest

HE : . ~ Sensation :
E= e :THE VANISHING LION =
F&16 = Full Grown r{;&_,_i Bred Lzon | &
Eﬂiﬂ ~ disappearing in fuil view of the audience || ASHI

A little later he even did escapology.

]

BORO’ THEATRE,

WALLSEND.

.

Sensational
Ghallenge.

GENTLEMEN OF THE GARVILLE ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO.

PROPOSE, T0 FASTEN Mr. CARMO
IN A REGULATION STRAIT JACKET

of Eopes, Cha: nd Padlocks

THE DEVIL’S CAGE

uch 4 manner that they believe it will be

ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE FOR HlM TO ENTER OR ESCAPE

WHILE DEPRIVED OF THE USE OF HIS HANDS

- THE GREAT CARMO

will make the attempt under these
extraordinary conditions, on

Fripay NiGhT NEXT /0

(SECOND HOUSE).

 wiLL HE succeep? /I
COME AND SEE!

Sl S S R AL
John Thornton, Printer, Wallsend.




By 1926 he had developed his full evening magic show. Just before the finale was a
song scena of The Queen of Sheba written by Carmo. Yet another of his talents. Note
that autographed photos of The Great Carmo may be obtained from the attendants,

price 3d. How many do you want?

sy v o v

T

W) ICING MONDAY, JUNE 28, 1926

EEK COMMEN THE SNAKE CHARMER. wiy her magnificent
snakes, and dance, An exhilxarauy.g Tambourine

Dance by the Troupe. The baffling super Mystery in

THE GREAT CARMO Dpzeeythe Tame | The Laily S Sty s

'* The King of English Magicia.nsf'—dee Press. here introduce several Lion Cubs, Leopards, a
In his Supreme Musical Wonder Pageant Kangaroo. and two beautiful Teddy Bears (fr'nm
Wembley Exhibition) ** Felix " and Teddy *

*“MAGICAL MOMENTS"

Invented. devised and produced by Carmo. Fuoll Cast of 40

Artistes. Ths Costumes by Madame Dupont. and, in ‘' The

Mauio Mirror “ Sgena. by Pasoaud; other costumes designed
by Madame Carmo. and executed by Selma.

SONG SCENA: “Queen of Sheba,” written by Carmo

“THROWN TO THE LIONS,” CARMO'S Superb
Magical Masterpiece of Stagecraft, A thrilling Mystery
Drama of intense Oriental passion, love and hate An
absorbing playlet without words, depicting : the Royal
Betrothal— the Intrigue —the Spy—ereen-eyed jealousy

L T T

Harmonious Minutes

MEPHISTOPHALIA. Chorus and ensemble, them
Biff ! enter Carmo —Revenge—CAST to the LIVING LIONS.!—
—|=| THE BIRTH of the RAINBOW. Song Scena, Ensemble Kismet. _God.Save the King

Autographed Photos of the Great Carm H
from Attendants, M‘T e AR

and Dance ..
CHINESE MAGIC A mystifying exhibition of numerous

conjuring and illusion vagaries —_ g BN . s o
PERSIAN NECROMANCY. An enigmatical eggs-ample General Manager ~  W. Scott Phipp
of dacks-terity. A strange disappearance. * Poultry g‘x‘a’manla Directer Arthar Riley
is Cheip to-day.” A Conundrum walks on—resnlt RSt tant Siace Manags WG“J;“,‘;‘, i
“ Monkey Tricks.” A novel Military Illusion Scena. Advarce Ripresentative  Harry Humpﬁ}lee:
A Tragi-comedy illustrating the serious side of losing Chlet of Amimal Stafl .. Guorge Sadlex
your bead. The triple Cabinets. and Hey Presto— Mschesigihn .. W eoe
Master Carpenter R

VISIONS OF THE ORIENT, The Magic Mirror and 4
its beauti 3
i Next Week’s Attraction :

A musical Tit-bit by THE ORCHESTRA JACK GALLAGHER, the Famous Comedian, in

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. A Preity Mystery,
founded on this Favourite Fairy Story. The puzzling WAKE U P ] 9
Wine Barrel
JUNGLE LAND. Introducing “ Mary” the Elephant LOVERS OF GOOD CONCERTS SHOULD VISIT
LLOYD PARK PAVILION

§ the “* Dolly Vardons " in Song and Dance
= Wardrobe Mistress e Madame Algy

and others, and a few tricks, Chorns and Ensemble.

The Weird Basket Deceit

A

This Week—Paramount Players in “Pleasure”

QT

The programme below is his full evening show in Llandudno. It shows the times
that each part of the performance will take place at first and second house. So if you
want to be back from the bar in time to see if you are lucky enough to get a free
drink from his magic barrel, be back in your seat by 9.41pm. The trick will take 5

minutes to perform then you can get back to the bar.

E
é
s
E

1st 2nd 'g.
House House 8
7-20 9-25 VISIONS OF THE ORIENT. The Magic Mirror and its

Beauties ? -
7-27 9-35 A Musical Tit-Bit by the Orchestra. 2

731 9-36 *“ Beauty and the Beast.” A pretty mystery founded @

on this favourite Fairy story. =

7-36 9-41 The Puzzling Wine Barrel °

7-41 9-46 JUNGLE LAND, introducing *“ Mary,” the elephant
and others and a few tricks 3

7-46 951 Chorus and Ensemble. The weird Basket Deceit ]

7-47 9:52 THE SNAKE CHARMER with her Magnificent Snakes ?.

and Dance

7-49 9-54 An exhilarating Tambourine Dance by the Troupe

7-51 9-56  The baffling Super-Mystery in which a live Bengal
Tiger figures. ;
7.52 9-57  CARMO will here introduce several Lion Cubs, Leopards
a Kangaroo, and two beautiful TEDDY BEARS (from

et

o

Wembley Exhibition) ** Felix and * Teddy " ;'
7]

Q

8-5 : 10-10  SONG SCENA ** Queen of Sheba ™ written by CARMO

--------------------------------------




From 1928 to 1937, in partnership with various people, Carmo tried unsuccessfully
to run his own circus. It was in 1937 that he formed a circus with Raymond Toole
Stott, who is better known to magicians as compiler of the bibliography of conjuring
books in English published prior to 1876. When that also failed, Carmo returned to
the stage with his magic show.




These two Chung Ling Soo programmes for the Newcastle upon Tyne Empire are
for the same day, but there is a different one for the first house and second house.
They are the same acts but in a different order. Soo is the opening act first house and

in the later second house he closes the show. Presumably this gave him as much time
as possible to reset all his tricks.
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RE-OPENED AFY
Modurn and Luxy

MOOR EDGE LAUNDRY,

ranted Cutlery.
CLEANEST AND BEST,
Telephone : Central 1806
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Claremont Ro Newcastle, ‘
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PROGRAMME -wx
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irth g%‘ 1—Overture - “The B'Hoys of Tipperary™ - H. G. Auggs 4—-DORIS DUQUESNE, ::S.
?} Juvenile Artiste, in Song and Dance 3

# 2-CHUNG LING SOO, 2
iD. & The World’s Greatest Conjuror 5- McDONALD and PAYNE, 9
: : “An Icishman’s Travsformation” 1

LE g Assl'ted by MISS SUEE SEEN’ n lpishman s ranstormation !f:
B8 i & Performance of Oriental Splendour and Weird Mysticism. 6—FOURITS, e
8 : Smart Yonng Vocalists and Expert Wooden Shoe Danc: 2
g NEW SERIES OF BAFFLING ILLUSIONS, < f galsdt RAOE Jantothd i

bewildering the most astute minds.

b g

“# 3 WILL GARDNER,

7—CHAS. COHAN,

Britain’s Premier Hebrew Comedian
8—-THE BIOSCOPE,

The New Style Comedian
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Latest Pictuw es
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EXTRACTIONS.
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YNE, lfhe World’s Greatest Conjuror g
1 Irishman’s Transformation” Assisted by Miss SUEE SEEN, %2
in a Performance of Oriental Sjlendour and Weird Mysticism. %

Expert Wooden Shoe Dancers NEW SERIES OF BAIFLING ILLUSIONS, g
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s Premier Hebrew Comedian 8—THE BIOSCOPE, Latest Pictures g
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At these two performances he was doing a short spot. This was the usual thing for
him.



Soo only did his full show such as this at matinees:

= ’WITH A PIECE OF PAPER_
. WHERE DID IT COME FROM? =
THE CHARMED DOVE AND BQUQUET e

NO SMOKING ALLOWED

PROGRAMME

NO SMOKING ALLOWED

SATURDAY, 28rd January, 1915, at 230 p.m.

of

and
THE WORLD'S GREATEST CONJURER

Chung Ling $00

PROGRAMME—Part I.
In which Quaint and Exquisite Manipulative “Fricks amuse am:l
astound the Spectator.
THE DEMON SMOKE.
MYSTIC CHANGE OF WAIER_AND mk
ENCHA‘ITED KNOTS AND ROPF

gag=

“THE RICE OF THE MAN’DAR]N
WHAT'S THE TIME? ===

I8
19.
20.

MISFORTUNES OF A WATCH,
A KNOTTY PROBLEM.

THE CREATION OF FLOWERS
THE MAGIC BOTTLE.

TEN MINUTES INTERVAL,
—
Part 1l.—scene 1.

THE FLYING HANDKERCHIEFS,
HOW TO MAKE COFFEE.
FAIRY CASKET OF BALLS.
. THE FLIGHT OF THE CANARIES.
_26. THE ESCAPE OF A PENNY,
27 -FTO=AND FRO=

. THE UNFORTUNATE SUNSHADE.

Scene 2.
. EGG PR()DL( 1lON EXTRAORDINARY

21,

== -

Scen- 3,

: 2 4C§Eﬂ’i‘ﬂm OF A BUTTERFLY.

;1. BIRTH OF THE PEARL.
. SUN AND MOON. DRE

That’s covered some of the things that you can learn about performers from their
programmes.

SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE PERFORMANCES.

The Box Office (F. T. Coales) is open from 10 to [0 daily.

(Gerrard 7331-2)
All seats are bookable in advance.

In the interests of public health
this Theatre is disinfected
exclusively with Jeyes Fluid.

In the interests of public health this Theatre is disinfected exclusively with
Fluid.

Jeyes'

It was common in many

theatres to spray the
auditorium between
performances.

Smoking is not permitted in the Auditorium

Ladies are earnestly requested to remove Hats, Bonnets, or any kind of Head-dress
This request being made for the benefit of the Audience, the Management trusts

Ladies are earnestly requested to
that it will appeal to everyone, and that ladies will assist in having it carried out

remove Hats, Bonnets or any kind
of Head-dress. This request is
being made for the benefit of the
Audience, the Management trusts that it will appeal to everyone , and that ladies will assist
in having it carried out.

-a B T T L T o ]



No pistols will be fired.
Presumably at this time
audiences were continually
being frightened by pistol
shots fired by magicians.

Here everyone
was expected to
stand and sing all
three verses of the
National Anthem
at the end of this
performance.

Bertram the Great will
then become invisible and
for 5 minutes will remain
so after which he will
proceed with.......the
second half.




I purchased a programme for Thora the ventriloquial mystery. Then I noticed that
one of the other acts was Happy Tom Parker, Comedian and Dancer. That of course
was the father of ex-Prime Minister John Major.

In another programme it stated: “The kind indulgence of the audience is asked during the
removal of heavy apparatus.” This was an apology for long stage waits.

At the foot of the programme below, apparently in Devant’s handwriting, it says Mr
Devant the famous conjurer attends evening parties. For particulars address The Egyptian
Hall, Piccadilly. It certainly attracts your attention. In fact, this advertisement is
actually printed on the programme.

| ~ LE
a REGENT STREET,

i liqx Office Clerk, L. W. WARMSLEY. PICCADILLY CIRCUS &
J PICCADILLY, W.

|LL’S HILL’S ik o

MINTON ; Navy Cut | H l L L

surer, H. EDWARD PEARCE.  Private Secretary, AMY BENCE,
)untant,C F. TAYL, .

) | LIMITED
JKING | Cigarettes | Cigar and Tobacco
MIXTURE. | ) Manufacturers.
20 of the Highest Class. 3d. per Packet of 10, —
In Tins only. Y with Mouthpieces. ESTABES_I'ED 1775.

GARS AND CIGARETTES. — | LONDON, E.

Chocoiates, Ices, Clgarettes at Popular Prices are
obtainable from the Attendants

OUR TELEPHONES :
READING 3449—3450 Physicians, and others, with

are always at the disposal of Patrons

PHYSICIANS. and oth booked seats, who anticipate

, and others, with booked seats, who . _
anticipate being summoned during the performance, being summoned during the
are requested to acquaint the Box Office with the number performance, are requested to

of their seats acquaint the Box Office with
LOST ARTICLES should be reported at once by letter the number of their seats.
~ to the Manager

THE MANAGEMENT will be glad if patrons will report
in confidence any act of incivility or inattention on the
~ part of any attache of the Theatre




g

This advertisement for the new Vauxhall
10 proudly states that for your £168 you
will get a car with a top speed of 60 miles
per hour and it can accelerate from 0 to 60
mph in under half a minute. How things
have changed.

The programme is from 1940, during the
second world war. Notice that at the top of
the page it says Patrons Kindly Bring Their
Gas Masks.

BARTON’S

THE NEW

VAUXHALL

‘10°
No other Ten, i.'respective_of price
gives you all that we offer in chis
Vauxhall.  All steel, integral con-
struction gives greater rigidity with
less weight, Independent springing
gives greater stability, better
cornering & steering -and changes

Petrol. Over 40 mp.g.

"May we prove this with

a test tank?

Price. Standard Saloon
£168. De Luxe Saloon
£182.

Performance. Maximum
speed 60-65 m.p.h. Accel-
eration. 0-50 m.p.h. in
22.5 seconds.

riding into gliding. The new Yaux- Safety. All-steel,
hall giv 10k i integral construction.
neREtegves yoll SPRADETIIRg Independent  springing.
its best—and is cheapest in the end  Hydraulic brakes.
2 Control. Scientific
The 10" that gives most - shock-free steering
for your money Synchromesh.

Comfort. Independent
springing. Body
conformity seating
No-draught  ventilation
(d= luxe saloon), *

FROM

£168
BARTON’S

FOR UNAPPROACHABLE VALUE IN COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

CORPORATION ST., PRESTON

TELEPHONE 3203-4-5

Published by Kine-Ads Ltd., Imperial Buildings, Oxford Road, Manchester |
s Telephone ARDwick 2773-4
| Printed by Richard Whewaell (Boiton) Ltd., 225 Folds Road, Bolton
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Other announcements in Second World War Programmes say Purchasers of chocolates
at this theatre must tender points for them to the attendants. This refers to the wartime
rationing.

Or another one which said air raid alerts will be advised to patrons by means of
illuminated signs at each side of the stage. Those desiring to leave may do so but the
performance will continue as usual. Hard luck on the performers.

I hope that I have persuaded you to study your programmes and see what you can
learn from them.

And when you go to the Gala show on Saturday remember to take your gas mask,
and your ration book to buy some chocolates. If the attendants are spraying
disinfectant everywhere it is for your own good. It will be the Jeyes Fluid which is
there to keep away and kill the........ I leave that to your imagination! If you will now
stand to finish the History of Mystery, we will sing all three verses of the National
Anthem.

©Peter Lane 2015

:‘q
PATRONS KINDI.Y‘ BRING THEIR GAS MASKS ‘



